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Welcome to the home page of the Pelikan Model 
Club located 
in Clearwater, Florida. The Pelikan Club is the  
oldest IPMS affiliated club in Florida, and we  
were the hosting club for the 2012 IPMS National 
Convention that was held at Walt Disney World 
over in Lake Buena Vista. 

The Pelikan Model Club meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Armed Forces History Museum 
in Clearwater, Florida. Meetings begin at 7:00 PM 
and typically adjourn around 9:00 PM. 

After holding a short session discussing club busi-
ness there is a ‘show & tell’ where members talk 
about models or modeling related items they’ve 
brought in to share with the rest of the club’s 
members. Visitors are always welcome!

Armed Forces History Museum
2050 34th Way North • Largo, Florida 33771
Phone: (727) 539-8371

From Interstate I-275 Southbound
Take exit #31 (SR 688/Ulmerton Road). Drive west on SR 
688 for 6.6 miles, passing Belcher Road. Turn right on 
34th Way North. Citgo gas station will be at the corner 
of 34th Way North and Ulmerton Road (approximately 
¼ mile west of Belcher Road intersection). Follow this 
street to the cul de sac. The entrance to the museum 
will be at the end of the street.

From Interstate I-275 Northbound
Travel north on I-275, merge onto FL-686W, exit #30 
toward Largo/Clearwater. Follow 686 north to the 

merge ramp to SR 688 West (Ulmerton Road). Travel 
west for approximately 5 miles and turn right on 34th 
Way North. Citgo gas station will be at the corner of 
34th Way North and Ulmerton Road (approximately 
¼ mile west of Belcher Road intersection). Follow this 
street to the cul de sac. The entrance to the museum 
will be at the end of the street.

From the Beaches
Take Ulmerton Road east past the Starkey Road inter-
section. Left hand turn lane at Citgo Gas Station has 
been closed. Take next possible U-turn and back track 
to Citgo Gas Station, turning right on 34th Way N. Fol-
low this street to the cul de sac and the entrance to the  
museum.
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Our club has a problem.  It’s the same problem that IPMS has on a national level. 

For lack of a better word, it’s apathy. The definition of apathy is indifference, a lack of 
interest, enthusiasm, or concern. Within IPMS this is displayed by the fact that at the 
last national election there was only one uncontested officer role – the remainder ran 
unopposed. Given the breadth of the ticket, it’s no surprise that barely anyone voted. 

Ask nearly anyone in IPMS and you’ll hear similar concerns.There are problems with 
how the organization is led, the forums explode with ways to improve the national 
contest at the close of the convention every August, some people have issues with 
the way the judging is carried out, there’s certainly little transparency within the IPMS 
leadership, and every year when it comes time to re-charter we have heated dis-
cussions on whether the organization even adds enough value to warrant sending a 
check. 

None of these things ever change because the bulk of the membership really doesn’t 
care about IPMS outside of a very nice magazine, entry into the national contest, 
and insurance for our local and regional contests. There have been a few that have 
tried to step up, that offered change, but fail to get elected because it’s so difficult to 
get anyone motivated to vote. Those who do vote are typically the same every year, 
voting for the same people or individuals they’ve known for years. 

We have a similar problem in our club. We typically have a very good turn-out at our 
meetings.  We’ve had as many as 70 or 80 on good days, and we probably average 
around 40-50 on a regular basis. Yet there is only a very small, core group that see 
the value in having a club and work to keep it going, either by volunteering to be an 
officer, stepping up to provide content for our web site or newsletter, or showing a 
willingness to help with our regional contest.
How do we change that? It’s true that our hobby is mostly a solitary pursuit, 
but we obviously have a lot of people who are interested in the socialization 
the club provides.

I’d like to especially thank our members who stepped up and provided some really 
great articles for the newsletter this quarter.  We had great participation and the 
quality of the work is simply fantastic - easily comparable to any paid publication 
you’d find on the newsstand.  I look forward to their future contributions! 

The Pelicon 2017 regional contest is one area where we can always use some help. 
Personally, I’d like to see us grow this event to the point where we’re not just break-
ing even, but making as much or more than we made at the national we hosted a few 
years ago. That’s not outside of the realm of possibility, as I’ve spoken to other clubs 
who are able to do that on a regular basis. Some of those clubs make enough from 
their contests to eliminate club dues or even pay for IPMS memberships. 

Having a great contest really comes down to four things – a good venue, good ven-
dors, sponsors, and good marketing. I think we have a pretty good venue, now we 
need to focus on vendors and marketing. That’s where we could use your help. We’re 
open to new ideas and have no problem with anyone reaching out to potential ven-
dors or sponsors. Everyone can help with marketing by mentioning Pelicon in their 
social media feeds like Facebook or Twitter, scale model forums, at hobby shops, 
and with fellow modelers. It’s like a domino effect - growth in any of those four areas 
result in growth in all of them.

If we work together, set some reasonable goals and are motivated to hit them, the 
possibilities are endless.  Are you willing to help?

Mike Hanson 
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The focus of the Build a Model Camp will 
be to learn basic terms, programming, 
decorating and assembling a Level 1 “snap 
together” model. Activities will build upon 
the completion of a model and each camper 
will receive a certificate of completion. 
Parents are invited to attend and participate.  
Pelikan Model Club talks about the history of 
model building, different skill levels required 

for different models, how to decorate your model and how to set 
up and show dioramas with your model. Make your child’s next 
birthday party a unique experience by having it during model camp!

2016 BUILD A MODEL CAMPS DATES 
Sunday, April 17

Sunday, May 15

Sunday, June 19 (in conjunction with Father’s Day)

Saturday, July 9 (in conjunction with Ride Through History)

Saturday, August 6 (in conjunction with Ride Through History)

Sunday, September 18 

Sunday, October 9

Build-A-Model Camp admission is ONLY $18.   
The camp package is valued at over $50 and includes:

 •  Tour of the museum
 •  Set of authentic military dog tags
 •  Ride on the motion theater simulator
 •  Scale model and supplies
 •  Certificate
 •  Parents are invited to sign up to join their child or they may tour 
    the museum at a discounted rate of $9.95.

Who:  Ages 8 – Adult
Location:  Armed Forces History Museum
          2050 34th Way N., Largo, FL  33772
Time: 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Please register and prepay for the Build-A-Model camp by
calling Kathy Weed at 727-539-8371 ext. 110 or via email: 
kathy@armedforcesmuseum.com 
If you have any questions, or if you need assistance on the 
weekend, please call (727) 539-8371 and press 6 for the attendant 
who is also be able to assist you. Those who preregister will be 
given first preference for assistance. Volunteers are recruited to 
assist at the camp based on the number of preregistered campers.

http://armedforcesmuseum.com/build-a-model-camp.html
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CLUB NEWS

Build a Model Camp
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Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast  
was held Saturday January 16th. 

Our club was mentioned by both  

Mr. John Piazza the Museums founder and 

president and by Cindy Bosselmann the 

museums director. They both thanked the 

club for our support on the Model Camps.

In the picture are George Hecht, wife Jane, 

Libby and Ed Brut, and Charlie Hess. Also 

thanked but not present were Dennie Adams, 

Joe Bivona, Dave Fredrickson, and Jeff Price.

CLUB NEWS

November saw elections held for new Pelikan club officers.  
Here’s our new slate of leaders:

 Mike Hanson................ President

 William Finley..............Vice-President

 Rob Nagin....................Treasurer  

 Bart Cusumano............Secretary

It was decided at the October meeting that  the club would 
reimburse club officers for their annual IPMS membership 
dues during the time in which they serve their terms. This is 
because IPMS membership is a requirement for club officers 
in clubs desiring to maintain their IPMS affiliation though 
the re-charter process.



MiniArt 1:35 Soviet T-44 Medium Tank
659 plastic parts
15 clear plastic parts
94 Photo Etched parts
Also includes Decals
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In Coming! In Coming!
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Bronco A17 Vickers Tetrarch Mk.I / 
Mk.ICS Light Tank
1/35th scale
Product Number CB35210 

Takom’s 1/35th scale M9 ACE 
(Armoured Combat Earthmover)
Product number: #2020
Part count: 518
1/35th scale
Photo Etched detail & clear parts
8 marking options

Rare Wheels Vol I
A pictorial journey of lesser-known 
soft-skins 1934-45
Author: Petr Dolezal
Published by Canfora Publishing
120+ Unpublished Photos
112 -Total Pages

Landscape format in Hardback

The de Havilland Hornet & Sea Hornet - 
A Detailed Guide to
the RAF & FAA’s Last Twin-engine Fighter
Airframe Album No.8 
Valiant Wings Publishing
by Richard A. Franks
ISBN 978-0-9930908-0-6
Published:     August 2015
Reviewed:     December 2015
Available from: Valiant Wings Publishing

PLA-ZTZ-99A MBT Panda Hobby
Kit No PH35018
Photo Etched & clear parts included
Expected price $55 USD

Life Miniatures January 2016 New Release:  
Confronted with “General Winter”
WW2 German MG34 Gunner
Outskirts of Moscow, November 1941
Sculpted by Lorenzo Nino Lorenzoni
Painted by Diego Ruina
LM-B018
1/10 scale resin bust
Cast in grey resin

Nuts & Bolts Volume 35: Büssing’s schwere Pz.Spähwagen Part 1: 
schw. Pz.Spahwagen (Sd.Kfz.231) (8-Rad)
schw. Pz.Spahwagen (Fu)(Sd.Kfz.232)(8-Rad)
Author: Holger Erdmann
Softcover, A4 Portrait format
English and German text
200 pages, 300 b&w photos, 24 scale drawings, 14 colour profiles, 
table of organization
Price: 29.90¼

Here are some of the latest products to 
hit the shelves, just waiting to be added to 
your wish lists!
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In Coming!

 

MiniArt’s U.S. Armored Bulldozer
Kit# 6504
1/35th scale
Skill: 4
Model Dim - 13,8 cm
Box Dim -  345 x 242 x 60 mm
100% new moulds
The box contains: more than 250 parts, 
photo-etched fret, soft rubber tyres and 
coloured Instruction sheet

Masterbox’ “Pin-up” figure set
Kit No# 35183
1/35th scale
Set contains six figures & 1 flag

The Arado Ar 196 - A Detailed Guide to the 
“Eyes of the Kreigsmarine”
Airframe Album #7 - Valiant Wings Publishing
by Richard A. Franks
ISBN 978-0-9930908-5-1
Published:     August 2015
Available from: Valiant Wings Publishing
Price:  US$24
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T-28B/D
Kittyhawk models
1/32nd scale
Code: KH32014
ETA Late January 2016

      I stopped in at Model Citizen where I was greeted 
by the shop’s owner and avid Sci-Fi Modeler Bryan 
Powell. He and his wife Wendy have done a terrific job 
setting up shop. ……. and what happy surprise to walk 
in and see Ralph’s smiling face! He has been helping 
the guys with the transition and it sounds like it’s a win/
win situation for all involved (including us modelers)!

      Model Citizen’s Facebook page has lots of pics and 
some great comments by former and future patrons so 
I’ll try not to be too wordy. 

      The shop has a great Sci-Fi section. Not being 
a Sci-Fi guy I had to look twice before being truly 
amazed by some of the kits. The planes, armor, ship 
and car sections are mostly stocked Ralph’s invento-
ry though new kits have already been added and the 
shelves have been culled to a certain extent. The Pow-
ell’s have done a very nice job in tweaking the store’s 
layout to fit with their plans for the space. Ralph’s 
never looked so big! The store has a nice selection of 
Modelmaster and Tamiya Paints. I know there’s some 
Testor’s  in there and some odds and ends too. Bryan 
will be adding some Vallejo paints (in the works as we 

speak) and there is talk and progress on adding AK 
interactive products to the shelves.  Building supplies 
as per usual. There is a plan to add tools and other 
goodies as things settle down after the transition.

     The most impressive part of my visit was talking 
with Bryan about his approach to the Hobby and his 

ideas for the Store. First of all he is 
a builder. As a builder he has the 
eye and curiosity to recognize the 
advantages of new techniques and 
products and is willing and eager 
to talk about them.  There are some 
great ideas for displays and some 
informational workshop type events 
in the works. He is also willing and 
is currently actively ordering kits on 
an individual basis. If the product is 
available from his sources he says the 
turn around time would better than 
shipping and the cost sounded very 

doable.  
      All and all it sounds like a good start. I wish Bryan 
and Wendy success in their venture and look forward 
to a new shop in my neighborhood. Come on down for 
a visit.

Alas …… Ralph’s Hobbies is gone. However ......... Eureka!   
A new Hobby Store is born! …….. at Ralph’s old haunts!

byTom Knapp



 Walmart’s Apple barrel brand craft acrylic paints 
dry quickly to a dead matt finish, but require 
a few extra coats to cover completely.  Other-
wise they are really pretty good and are a huge 
savings over Vallejo and Andrea:  A 59 ml Apple 
Barrel bottle going for about 49 cents versus 
a 17 ml bottle of Andrea or Vallejo at $3 to $4.  
One drawback to the Walmart matt acrylic col-
ors is that the color choices are limited.

2.  Acrylic paints just massacre your brushes.  So 
far I am just using cheaper synthetics, which 
seem to be working OK.  I have some nice, cost-
lier sables, but those are in reserve until I feel my 
skill-level reaches a point worth using them (if it 
ever does).  Careful cleaning and care will help 
the brushes last longer.  At first, I did not know 
this and ruined a couple of my ‘favorites’.  Now 
I’m really careful and clean them frequently.

3.  Subtlety is the key when applying shadows to 
light colors and highlights to dark colors.  My 
own impatience was my undoing on a few of my 
projects.  I’m getting better and am now using 
very gradual color changes on my shadows and 
highlights on certain colors, as well as using 
thinner more transparent coats, building them 
up slowly.

4.  By doing I am learning.  I am also developing 
my own style or technique.  I still view and de-
vour the on-line tutorials, sometimes watching 
the same on over and over.  These are great and 
give a good starting point, but I am now branch-
ing off into what works best for me through my 
own practice.  It’s become very clear to me that 
what may work for one person will not neces-
sarily work for another.  Let’s face it: we’ve all 
seen the show photos.  Some guys (and girls) 
are just plain old naturally gifted artists and 
could paint a portrait using nothing but mud 
and loose-leaf paper.  I am definitely not in that 
league, nor will I ever be.  So, I accept my own 
limitations, but I am not letting those limitations 
limit me.
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In my last diatribe on painting figures with 
acrylics, I was just getting started - just one 
complete and a half-done figure.  In the en-
suing months, I have been quite busy.  I have 
now completed seven figures using acrylic 
paints - everything from Andrea, Vallejo and 
even Walmart Apple Barrel brand!  It has 
truly been an interesting experiment.  So 
what have I learned so far?

1. Seven figures sound like alot and surely, I must 
be an expert by now, right?  Wrong.  I still con-
sider myself very much in the learning stage and 
I am not at the ‘happy point’ yet with my figure 
painting.  Mistakes are still made, sometimes 
disastrous ones requiring a strip and re-do - 
sometimes just an easy touch-up.  The biggest 
thing that I am learning is the characteristics of 
the medium (acrylics) themselves.  I have come 
to know the differences in various brands.  I 
find that all the brands that I use behave about 
the same when it comes to glazes, filters and 
blending in general.  I noticed that Andrea 
paints cover extremely well, dry fast and dry to 
a nice matt finish (I apply all my base coats to a 
primed figure - primed with a matt enamel).  

 Vallejo paints, like Andrea’s, cover nicely and dry 
fast, but I have had issues with certain colors 
drying almost glossy, even though the bottle 
says “matt”.  I find that a less than matt surface 
hinders blending and glazes.  In that case, I have 
reluctantly sprayed such base coats with Testors 
Dullcote before attempting to blend and glaze 
shadows and highlights.  I have read about add-
ing Vallejo Matt Acrylic medium to their paint 
join order to solve the less-than-matt finish 
problem and plan to try some soon
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This is my second figure painted with acrylics: Verlinden 
75mm Auto Mechanic.  I even did the flesh areas with Vallejo.  
The cover-all is a base of Andrea and Andrea highlight/shad-
ows.  The shoes are red because I wanted to play with red.  
The sponsor patches are decals from by spares box.  
No enamel or oils were used on this one. The blue was in-
credibly hard to work with and this, as I recall, was the third 
attempt .

ACRYLIC HIGHWAY

General George S. Patton in a 75mm resin rendering by 
Verlinden.  Another shoebox discovery, he already had his 
flesh parts painted in oils. The rest of it was done complete-
ly with acrylics, but mostly Vallejo. This is where I had my 
first issue with Vallejo’s matt issue. Patton coat is a second 
attempt. I learned an important lesson on painting lighter 
(or darker) colors with acrylics: subtle and gradual shadows 
(or highlights in the case of dark colors). I think I goofed on 
the helmet starts - I saw them later in silver, not gold, in a 
GSP color photo. In the end, he’s done being painted and 
now just needs a permanent base. 

The Journey 
Continues...

by Bart Cusumano
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My latest project completed on the acrylic 
highway was this Phoenix Miniatures 54mm 
white-metal vignette of a Viking and Monk 
from around the 8th century. I have been 
wanting do these guys forever. The sculpting 
and casting was absolutely superb.   
Like some of my figures, I had started them 
in doing the flesh in oils and then never got 
around to painting the rest of it. As I just 
mentioned, except for the flesh, helmet and 
sword, the rest is all acrylics - even all of the 
base painting (the wall ruin and floor were 
airbrushed with Vallejo Model Air). I was  
really happy with how it turned out and  
hope to do more Vikings in the future.

5.  Some colors seem to be easier to blend than 
others.  White is a true bitch; black, not that 
much better.  I find red to be an easy color to 
work with.  Earth colors like browns and grays 
also seem a bit easier to make work.  I learned 
that blue is real tough and so is green.  Funny 
enough, I have not tackled yellow yet, but antici-
pate that one to be a tricky one.

6.  Flesh painting will drive me insane.  While I have 
daunter faces (and accompanying hands) in 
acrylics, I am not happy with any of the results.  
I am just not ‘getting it’.  So, I am turning to my 
old tried and true philosophy: practice, practice 
practice.  I found some old resin heads (54mm 
and 120mm) which I have now primed.  Now I just 
need to do some additional tutorial watching and 
then get doing.  I have no problem at all using 
oils for flesh colors (any race) but I really want to 

learn how to be just as proficient with acrylics.

This resin figure, Verlinden 54mm U.S. BAR 
Gunner WW2, has stood on my desk for 

who-knows how many years!  I had paint-
ed the flesh parts with oils, but just never 
got around to finishing him - a per-
fect candidate for my acrylic learning.  

The field jacket and pants are done in 
Walmart Apple Barrel. I used acrylics on 

everything except the BAR (oils and 
enamels) and shovel handle (oils).  

I’ll keep this guy handy as a cast 
member for a future armor 
vehicle base.

This very old Series 77 white-metal 
figure of a Prussian Cavalry Officer from 
WWI was discovered at the bottom of 
an old shoebox. It had no instructions 
and was very dirty and weathered and 
un-primed. After a quick clean-up and 
priming in Floquil figure primer (and a 
perusal of the Internet for references) I 
started work on it using Walmart Apple 
barrel for the coat. Vallejo and Andrea 
were used for everything else, including 
the flesh parts - another all-acrylic fig-
ure. Even the ‘gold’ parts are Vallejo me-
tallics. The helmet was straight Andrea 
black with a final coat of Future for the 
shine that these helmets had. The face 
was sculpted strangely and had no eyes!  
So I painted them in as best as I could - 
not that they are really that visible.

So my journey is nowhere near complete, nor will 
it ever be. I will never be satisfied with my work -  
I never am. But I’m having alot of fun exploring 
this new (for me) technique. I have no fewer than 
eight primed, ready-to-go figures all in line ready 
to be painted. My practice heads are all set too.   
I mean, what’s the worse thatch happen? Nothing a 
good stripping and re-do can’t fix - and just think 
of how much that mistake will teach me.

Until next time.

Here you can see the brands that I used.   
The Vallejo and Andrea were over $3 each!  
The Apple barrel (from Walmart) is quite  
good and that large bottle was 49 cents.



AIRCRAFT TALES
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In 1943 a mid-air collision on Feb-
ruary 1, 1943, between a B-17 and a 
German fighter over the Tunis dock 
area, Became the subject of one of 
the most famous photographs of 
WW II.

An enemy fighter attacking a 
97th Bomb Group formation went 
out of control, Probably with a 
wounded pilot, then continued its 
crashing descent Into the rear of 
the fuselage of a Flying Fortress 

named “All American”, Piloted by 
Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th 
Bomb Squadron. When it struck, 
the fighter broke apart, but left 
some pieces in the B-17. The left 
horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress 
and left elevator were completely 
torn away. The two right engines 
were out and one on the left had a 
serious oil pump leak. The vertical 
fin and the rudder had been dam-
aged, the fuselage had been cut 
almost completely through con-

nected only at two small parts of 
the frame, and the radios, electrical 
and oxygen systems were dam-
aged. There was also a hole in the 
top that was over 16-feet long and 
4 feet wide at its widest; the split 
in the fuselage went all the way to 
the top gunner’s turret. 

Although the tail actually bounced 
and swayed in the wind and 
twisted when the plane turned and 
all the control cables were severed, 
except one single elevator cable 
still worked, and the aircraft mirac-
ulously still flew! The tail gunner 
was trapped because there was 
no floor connecting the tail to the 
rest of the plane. The waist and tail 
gunners used parts of the German 
fighter and their own parachute 
harnesses  in an attempt to keep 
the tail from ripping off and the 
two sides of the fuselage from 
splitting apart.

While the crew was trying to keep 
the bomber from coming apart, the 
pilot continued on his bomb run 
and released his bombs over the 
target. When the bomb bay doors 
were opened, the wind turbulence 
was so great that it blew one of the 
waist gunners into the broken tail 
section.

It took several minutes and four 
crew members to pass him ropes 
from parachutes and haul him back 
into the forward part of the plane. 
When they tried to do the same 
for the tail gunner, the tail began 
flapping so hard that it began to 
break off. The weight of the gunner 
was adding some stability to the 
tail section, so he went back to his 
position. The turn back toward En-
gland had to be very slow to keep 
the tail from twisting off.

They actually covered almost 70 
miles to make the turn home. The 
bomber was so badly damaged 
that it was losing altitude and 
speed and was soon alone in the 
sky. For a brief time, two more Me-
109 German fighters attacked the 
All American. Despite the exten-
sive damage, all of the machine 
gunners were able to respond to 
these attacks and soon drove off 
the fighters. The two waist gunners 
stood up with their heads sticking 
out through the hole in the top of 
the fuselage to aim and fire their 
machine guns.

The tail gunner had to shoot in 
short bursts because the recoil was 
actually causing the plane to turn. 
Allied P-51 fighters intercepted 
the All American as it crossed over 
the Channel and took one of the 
pictures shown.They also radioed 
to the base describing that the ap-
pendage was waving like a fish tail 
and that the plane would not make 
it and to send out boats to rescue 

Contributed by Bill Malick

The Remarkable B-17
A real miracle - from WWII
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the crew when they bailed out.
The fighters stayed with the Fortress, tak-
ing hand signals from Lt. Bragg and relay-
ing them to the base. Lt. Bragg signalled 
that 5 parachutes and the spare had been 
“used” so five of the crew could not bail 
out. He made the decision that if they 
could not bail out safely, then he would 
stay with the plane to land it.

Two and a half hours after being hit, the 
aircraft made its final turn, to line up with 
the runway while it was still over 40 miles 
away. It descended into an emergency  
landing and a normal roll-out on its land-
ing gear. When the ambulance pulled 
alongside, it was waved off because not 
a single member of the crew had been 
injured. No one could believe that the  
aircraft could still fly in such a condition. 

The Fortress sat placidly until the crew all 
exited through the door in the fuselage 
and the tail gunner had climbed down a 
ladder, at which time the entire rear sec-
tion of the aircraft collapsed. This old bird 
had done its job and brought the entire 
crew home uninjured.
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For me, 2015 was a year to try different stuff in 
modeling. I took on acrylic paints, got some sci-fi 
subjects done and even did an airliner. So when I 
found the Loose Cannon kit of the fleet tug U.S.S. 
Pawnee in my stash, I figured, what the heck.   
The tiny resin kit even came with photo-etch.   
I saw a ’naked’ built-up example on Loose Cannon’s 
vendor table at the 2012 IPMS Nats that our Pelikan 
Club hosted at Disney. That was enough of a shove 
to acquire the kit. I had not built a ship model 
since I was about 12 years old and even then, it 
was glue, some paint (the plastic being gray so 
why paint it?) and then a quick sail down the local 
creek to a fiery explosion and sinking.

The kit itself had very few parts. Most of the hull 
was one casting. Being a waterline kit there were 
no props, rudder or lower hull to deal with. I had 
very few reference photos to work with, so I tried 
to be as accurate as possible, but I know it’s not 

100% or even close to it. There were alot of air 
holes to fill and several molding/pouring issues to 
be corrected, all done with 2-part Apoxie-Sculpt. 
Some details were added to the model with sheet 
plastic, strip and rod. The aft boom assembly 
supplied in the kit was resin, weak and malformed, 
so a new one, using the kit parts as a guide, was 
fabricated using brass rod. Cyano glue was the 
main adhesive, although gator grip glue was used 
to attach the PE railings.

This was 
certainly no 
shake-and-
bake kit and  
required a 
great deal of 
patience and 
thought.   
My one main 
issue was how 
to paint the 
finished kit. As 
an armor modeler, I build up all my armor and then 
paint - the same tack was taken on this model, 
except the guns, lifeboats and a few other small 
parts were left off until painting was complete. 
The big issue was the deck - a dark gray.  The rest 
of the ship was just gray.  
I
n the end, I used Testors Model Master gunship 
gray as a primer coat and then carefully air-
brushed various Vallejo Model Air grays on the 
vertical surfaces.  Overspray on the dark gray 
decks was touched up by brush - on such a small 
model, this actually worked quite well.

Once the model was all painted and 
assembled, rigging was added using 
stretched sprue: silver sprue from an old 
Airfix airliner kit, which proved to be quite 
strong and resilient.  Decals were added 
(these did not come with the kit), a base 
was done up and the Pawnee was ready  
to sail - all four inches of her.

Although a bit of a challenge, it was refreshing to 
try something new.  Even better, my efforts were 
rewarded at the 2015 Modelpalooza show in  
Orlando with a gold medal and Best Nautical  
special award.

U.S.S. PAWNEE

or How I Escaped a 
Modeling Rut Again

IN 1:700 SCALE

All dressed up and ready to go.

A naked lady awaiting her cover. That’s a regular tin 
of Humbrol in the background.

Primer coat applied

All painted, assembled and ready for rigging.

by Bart Cusumano



This is a pretty cool piece of history, even if it was 
short lived. To think of those early postal pilots navi-
gating like this from coast to coast is mind blowing.

All over the country, 70-foot 
concrete arrows can be found in 
remote locations.

Follow them, and they’ll point 
you out of the desert.  
They come courtesy of the US 
Postal Service’s Air Force and 
will point you all the way across 
the continental United States.

70FT CEMENT ARROWS

20 21

They were constructed in 1924 to 
guide postal planes in the right 
direction as they carried mail 
from coast to coast. 

These old planes couldn’t rely 
on radio as much at the time, so 
they used these arrows, along 
with beacon towers, to navigate.

The arrows and beacons bisect the United States from San Francisco to New York City.

This is a model of the arrows and towers in their heyday.

The towers were 50 feet tall and fixed 
with gas lights that could be seen 
from 10 miles away, in order to help 
lost pilots find their way. 

World War II brought new advances 
in radio technology that effectively 
made the towers and arrows system 
obsolete. The towers were mostly 
dismantled.

There has been an effort to restore 
and preserve some of them, however. 
Like this one in New Mexico complete 
with its generator shack.

 

Contributed by Charlie Lambour
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STUART
STOWAWAYS

by Robert Marquinez

I have always been a big fan of the M3/M5 Stuart light 
tanks. Having seen and heard a lot of good reviews 
for the AFV Club’s 1/35 scale Stuart models, I have 
always wanted to build one. As luck would have it, 
I stumbled upon AFV Club’s M3A3 Staurt at a local  
model contest and picked one up pretty cheap! I was 
all excited, I had some Alpine resin American tankers 
in my stash, that would be perfect. I also had some 
other resin accesories that would also add to my new 
found prize. As I started doing some research, I found 
out the M3A3 Stuarts weren’t even used by the Amer-
ican Army in World War II. Luckily, fellow Pelikan Club 
member Mike Garofolo, recently bequethed me a slew 
of plastic and resin figures. To my good fortune, there 
was quite an assortment of Brithish tank crew men. 

I found a resin set, I believe was from Verlinden of a 
Britsh tank crew for NW Europe. 

Now with all my goodies, I was ready to embark on 
my adventure! Assembling this model went pretty 
smooth, although I was amazed at how many parts 
this kit contained. As with all the AFV Club kits I’ve 
built, the level of detail was very good, including a 
turned metal barrel for the main gun, photo-etch for 
the air intakes and the stowage bins, and lucky for me, 
some good old, nicely detailed rubber band tracks 
(none of that link and link crap for me!).  
I’m mostly and out-of-the-box kinda guy, so all that 
aftermarket photo-etch really does nothing for me. I 
did however have some brass 30 caliber barrels for 
the coaxial, bow and anti-aircraft machine guns, I had 

inherited from another Pelikan Club member 
Brad “Scratch” Neavin. Aside from that, the 
only other aftermarket stuff I used was some 
stowage from Value Gear. As I said earlier, 
assembly was pretty straight forward. The 
only thing I ran into, was that I couldn’t fit 
the driver and radio operator in the hatches. 
I had to attach them to the inside of the hull 
and then place the top of the hull over them. 
Which ment I had to paint them first, before I 
could finish assembly.

Before final assembly, I had the kit in three 
sub-assemblies to paint before putting it all to-
gether, turrent, upper hull and lower hull.
I primed all the sub-assemblies with Krylon black 
rattle can spray paint. After allowing to dry for a 
couple of days, I air brushed
with Model Master enamels. When that was dry. 
I gave it a couple of coats of Testors Dullcote to 
protect the finish for the weartheing stage.

After the paint was dry, I glued all the sub-as-
semblies together. Next step was color modula-
tion, I really suck at the airbrush, so I thought I 
could achieve this by brush painting it, using oil 
paints. I mixed up a lighter shade of faded olive 
drab and blended it on the surfaces exposed 
to the sun. knowing I was going to be applying 
several washes and filters, I applied the high-
lights extra light. When this dried, I sprayed on a 
couple more coats of Dullcote. For some subtle 
color variation, I applied a dot filter using yellow, 
brown, light green and burnt umber oil paints. 
After letting it sit for a couple of days, I noticed 
the finish was a little too green, I was looking 



get at Michael’s, unfortineately they only 
come in like 3 or 4 different sizes. For this 
model I used a 5x7x1 inch acrylic frame. 
This frame was a liitle big for the tiny Stu-
art, so I decided to make it multi-level, to 
help the composition. I was thinking the 
tank could be on a road, and I could build 
another level for the side of the road. To 
achieve this, I turn the acrylic frame over 
so that the openside is facing up. I then 
took my dremel tool and sliced off 1/2 
inch off the top of part of the base. I built 
up the different layers using styrofoam. 
Next, I mix up some Durham’s Water put-
ty and pread it over the surface.
After it dries, I then build a layer for 
groundwork out of Celluclay. While it is 
still wet, I sprinkle on some scatter, sand 
and small rocks, and make tire and track 
marks. After a couple of days, when it’s 
dry, I take my trusty can of Krylon black 

spray paint and apply several coats over the base and 
ground work. When that’s dry I give it a couple of 
coats of Dulcote to protect the finish. 

For the groundwork, I use Walmart craft paints,
several browns and tans are mixed for this. Next I 
pick out sonme of the pebbles and rocks, with several 
shades of gray acrylic paint. After that, I do a dot filter 
with oil paint and blended it into the dround work to 

give the groundwork some variation in tone. On the 
side of the road, I attached some aftermarket grass 
tufts. Using the same pigment mixture I used on the 
tank, I blend the grass tufts with the ground work. 

I then attach the tank to the base with Super Glue.
Following that, I use the pigments to blend the tank 
with the road. With all this, it’s paractically a diorama!
So I added a local French farmer trying to show his 
appreciation for the British Liberators. The farmer and 
his wagon of goodies are I believe, from Tamiya. 
 

for a more olive drab tone. and applied several brown 
washes, and that fixed it right up.

I then painted all the machine guns and barrels with 
Apple Barrel’s acrylic gun metal metallic paint. After 
that I applied several black washes to darken them a 
little bit more, and also bring out the detail. For the 
grousers, I started with gun metal, then added several 
washes of browns, gradually building up to rust. I later 
applied the gun metal paint to the tools, followed with 
caramel brown for the wooden parts.

I added some more weathering by using white and 
burnt umber oil paints blended in with mineral spirits 
to added rain streaks. When that dried, I added some 
chipping using acrylic paint around the high traffic 
areas and edges, that would be prone to scratches. 
Following this, I added a few small, rust streaks, with oil 
paints.

While, the paint was drying, I painted the stowage. The 
stowage mostly came from Value Gear. When they 
say value, they aren’t kidding. For a $10 bag, you get 
enough storage for about 5 armored vehicles! Anyway, 
I did have a little trouble deciding which pieces to use. 

Next, I took some Apoxie-Sculpt and made a thin layer 
to line the bottom of each piece of resin stowage; this 
is so that the stowage will conform to the surface and 
so that there are no gaps. I also added straps made 
from lead foil to any back packs or dufflebags. When 
the putty was dry, I then primed the stowage with 
black Krylon spray paint. After a day or so, I painted 
it with acrylics, primarily with Walmart Apple Barrel 
acrylic craft paint and Vellejo Acrylic paints. After that, 
I attached the stowage to the tank using Super Glue. 
When all the stowage was all glued in place, I was then 
able to apply the pigments to give it a dusty appear-
ance and blend in with the tank.

Now the fun part, the figures! In addition to the resin 
tank crew, I also got a British tank riders from Mini Art. 
This is a plastic kit of five British Tommies, in various 
poses. I think they were intended for the Sherman 
Firefly, Churchill, or Cromwell tanks. Surprisingly, these 
figures fit just fine with very little modifications, ex-
cept filling some minor gaps with Apoxie-Sculpt. I did 
however switch the weapons with Lee Enfields from 
Tamiya, and the Tommy gun and Bren machine gun 
from Italieri. I also added foil straps to the weapons, as 
well as straps to each soldier’s equipment. I also used 
wedding tule and thin strips of foil to replicate the cam-
ouflage netting for their helmets.

The tank riders, as with the tank crew (painted earlier) 
were given a primer coat with the black Krylon rattle 
can. In assembly line fashion, I used Andrea’s acrylic 
Flesh painting set to paint all the figure’s faces and 
hands. I used  a mixture of Vallejo and Walmart acryl-
ic craft paints and Model Master Acryl paints for the 
uniforms, equipment and weapons. Afterwards, applied 
pigments to the shoes, lower legs, butts, and elbows, to 
show some wear and tear.

I usually like to secure my models to a base, for easy of 
handling and to give the model some point of refer-
ence. Usually, I use an acrylic picture frame you can 
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The Porsche 962 is the most successful sports racing 
car ever made.  A descendant of the 935 and deriva-
tive of the 956, it has a horizontally opposed turbo-
charged flat-6 engine behind the driver.  Designed 
in a wind tunnel, it has incredible ground effects 
enabling it to corner at very high speed.  It was not 
unusual to see 962’s at well over 200 MPH on the 
straights at LeMans and Sebring.

This car is a ‘works’ 962, meaning it was owned and 
campaigned by the Porsche factory.  These ‘Roth-
man’s’ cars were very successful in nearly every venue 
they appeared.

Tamiya and Protar make curbside models of the 
Porsche 962 in 1/24 scale.  There are countless ver-
sions of this car in 1/43, including some amazing 
‘super kits’ from Profil24 and Model Factory Hiro that 
include opening panels and fully detailed interiors, 
suspensions, and engine compartments.

The car pictured was photographed at the 2015 Clas-
sic Daytona 24 Hours.

WALK AROUNDby Mike Hanson

Photos by Mike Hanson
For more aircraft, armor, auto, and other walk-arounds,      visit the Pelikan web site at www.pelikanclub.org.
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962

PORSCHE 
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George Fehér has been working on a 1:350 scale 
German Type IXC sub for several months.  The kit 
is a one-piece resin made by the old GulfStream 
Company.  
The included instructions refer to the U-505 on 
display at the Chicago Museum of Science and 
Industry, Chicago, IL as the basis for the kit.  Overall 
the casting is very good, but the included PE fret 
is pretty inaccurate.  Besides the customary filling/
sanding of the casting pin-holes, “accurizing” the 
kit so far has included: drilling out a bow hawser 
hole,  adding 12 bollards from fine copper wire,  
adding PE hinges to the escape hatches on deck, 
and making tie-down plates from 0.01” sheet stock 
for the aerial rigging to be added.  The PE side rails 
were totally inaccurate, too short and too high, and 
the mid-rail was not in the middle.  All that was 
painstakingly corrected and, where needed, new 

rails were added from 
the “spares PE box”.   
Also added were 
scratch built ready 
ammunition canisters 
between the upper 

and lower “Wintergartens”.  The twin 20mm AAs 
were added by trimming/gluing together two single 
kit units from his Yamato spares, cutting off the 
oversized barrels, drilling holes using a #80 bit and 
inserting turned brass barrels made by Master Mod-
els (Part No. SM-350-047). The sub, and a Scnell-
boot 100, will be added to a diorama. 

On the Bench
George Fehér 

GERMAN TYPE IXC

UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
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On the Bench
Karl Pople 

Hobby Craft’s (War Eagle Editions) old 1/48th scale 
Arado 234 Blitz. Not a bad kit, some minor fit issues 
an experienced modeler can handle with no issue 
around the engine to wing joins, and canopy fit. 

With a set of Eagle Strike decals it built into a de-
cent kit for my display shelf, and not much bigger 
than a 1/48th Bf-109G. Just wrapped this one up 
this past Sunday.

ARADO 234 BLITZ



What’s in the Box

by Robert Marquinez
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With the release of Star Wars - The 
Force Awakens this past December, 
Bandai has released a slew of Star 
Wars models. I have always been a 
fan of the Stormtroopers from all the 
Star Wars movies. When I saw the 
reviews on YouTube, and on the web, 
I knew I had to get one. This past 
Christmas, Santa brought me a few  
of Bandai’s Star Wars models  
(I must have been a really good boy 
this year). The first of these is the 1/12 
scale Sandtrooper.

The imperial Sandtrooper differs from 
the standard Stormtrooper in that his 
armour and suit are adapted to cope 
with desert conditions. They were 
equipped with modified armour and 
equipment to withstand the harsh cli-
mates of desert planets like Tatooine. 

Upon opening the box, you will find a 
5-panel, color instruction sheet. Mark-
ings come in your choice of stickers 
or the traditional waterslide decals. 
Five sprues, made up of diffferent 
colored plastic. 

This 1/12 scale model is basically the 
same as Bandai’s regular Storm-
trooper. The difference is the addition 
of a backpack, including and mixing 

and matching several parts for a mul-
tiple selection of back-packs options. 
Also, shoulder pads (with the op-
tion for black, orange or white). The 
weapons include the T-21 fire formula 
light blaster, the E-11 blaster rifle, DLT-
19 heavy blaster rifle and the SE-14r 
short-range combat pistol.

There are alsoseveral options for  
various hand parts, pointing, clenched 
as a fist,and palm open. Finally, there 
is a display base that replicates desert 
sands of Tatooine.

Although the instructions are com-
pletely in Japanese, they are straight 
forward and quite easy to follow (If 
I can follow these instructions, then 
anyone can!)

Although this model is snap together, 
the detail is very crisp and sharp. Also 
this model is ment to be posable. 
There is some complex articulation 
in the joints, allowing for for a multi-
tude of different poses. As mentioned 
earlier, the model comes in different 
colored plastic. Another nice touch 
is that the white armor pieces have a 
high gloss finish!

 

Basically, you really don’t need to 
paint this model.

Assembly was pretty straight forward, 
everything fit nicely, no gaps to fill. 
Honestly, I haven’t had this much fun 
building a model in quite awhile!  
Maybe it’s beacuse I had so much fun 
with all the poses.

As mentioned earlier, thanks to the 
decals and the different colored plas-
tics, you really won’t need to paint 
this figure. picked this Sandtrooper 
over the standard Stormtrooper, is 
beacuse the Sandtroopers really lend 
themselves to weathering. Being ex-
posed to the harsh desert, their armor 
is going to get really beaten up. I re-
ally want to get in there and do some 
detailed painting and some hardcore 
weathering!

These (Bandai’s Star Wars kits) are 
really well engineered, they have been 
designed to be easy to assemble for 
the beginner, but at the same time 
are highly detailed to satisfy the more 
experienced modeller.

I can’t wait to break into my next  
Bandai Star Wars kit!
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“Say Hello to my Little Friend!”



JOIN IPMS
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IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim Sage, of  
Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local Regions and 
Chapters sponsor Model shows and contests every year, but you needn’t be a member to visit the 
shows or attend the club meetings!

With IPMS/USA Membership, you will receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six times a year -  
it includes features on all modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, automotive, ships, figures -  
you name it! You will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap meets, hints and tips, and reviews.

Membership also qualifies you to participate in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and particularly in  
our World-famous National Convention, held each summer. As a member, you’ll also be able to  
access our online Discussion Board, where a wide variety of modeling topics are discussed, and  
enjoy interaction with other serious modelers for help with questions about modeling techniques  
or the Society in general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Vendors around the USA offer discounts  
to IPMS/USA Members.

Memberships are available in several types:

 Junior:  17 years old or Younger, $12.00 per year

 Adult:  1 Year $25.00

  2 Years $49.00

  3 Years $73.00

 Family: Adult Membership plus $5.00 (Additional Membership cards as requested)

 Canada or Mexico: $30.00 per Year

 Foreign: $32.00 per Year (Journal via Regular Mail) or $55.00 per year (Journal via Air Mail)

Payment Information: Online Payment may be made via Credit Card only.

Downloadable IPMS/USA Application Form (in PDF, 100KB).

Applications using payment via Check or Money Order should be printed and mailed to:

 IPMS/USA
 Dept. H
 PO Box 2475
 N. Canton, OH 44720-0475

For any questions or problems with your membership application/renewal,  

please contact the IPMS/USA Officer Manager, Ms. M.J. Kinney, at manager@ipmsusa.org

Downloadable IPMS/USA Application Form (in PDF, 100KB).
manager@ipmsusa.org

