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Welcome to the home page of 
the Pelikan Model Club located 

in Clearwater, Florida. The Pelikan Club is the  
oldest IPMS affiliated club in Florida, and we  
were the hosting club for the 2012 IPMS National 
Convention that was held at Walt Disney World 
over in Lake Buena Vista. 

The Pelikan Model Club meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Armed Forces History Museum 
in Clearwater, Florida. Meetings begin at 7:00 PM 
and typically adjourn around 9:00 PM. 

After holding a short session discussing club busi-
ness there is a ‘show & tell’ where members talk 
about models or modeling related items they’ve 
brought in to share with the rest of the club’s 
members. Visitors are always welcome!
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Armed Forces History Museum
2050 34th Way North • Largo, Florida 33771
Phone: (727) 539-8371

From Interstate I-275 Southbound
Take exit #31 (SR 688/Ulmerton Road). Drive west on SR 
688 for 6.6 miles, passing Belcher Road. Turn right on 
34th Way North. Citgo gas station will be at the corner 
of 34th Way North and Ulmerton Road (approximately 
¼ mile west of Belcher Road intersection). Follow this 
street to the cul de sac. The entrance to the museum 
will be at the end of the street.

From Interstate I-275 Northbound
Travel north on I-275, merge onto FL-686W, exit #30 
toward Largo/Clearwater. Follow 686 north to the 

merge ramp to SR 688 West (Ulmerton Road). Travel 
west for approximately 5 miles and turn right on 34th 
Way North. Citgo gas station will be at the corner of 
34th Way North and Ulmerton Road (approximately 
¼ mile west of Belcher Road intersection). Follow this 
street to the cul de sac. The entrance to the museum 
will be at the end of the street.

From the Beaches
Take Ulmerton Road east past the Starkey Road inter-
section. Left hand turn lane at Citgo Gas Station has 
been closed. Take next possible U-turn and back track 
to Citgo Gas Station, turning right on 34th Way N. Fol-
low this street to the cul de sac and the entrance to the 
museum.
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Saturday, May 16 and 
Sunday, May 17, 2015

2015 Pelicon – Model convention and contest

The Pelikan Model Club of the Florida Suncoast cordially invites 
all modelers to participate in our 2015 model contest and  
convention. The show dates are May 16th and 17th, 2015.  

The convention will be held at:

the Hampton inn & suites
4017 tampa Road
oldsmar, Florida 34677

The per night Pelicon 2015 room rate is $89 per night.
For Reservations, call the Hampton Inn & Suites at: 
813-818-7202 and be sure to mention the  
Pelikan Model Club and Pelicon 2015 to get the convention 
rate! This rate is good from now until April 15, 2015!

RegistRation Fees
$10 up to 5 entries
$5 for Juniors (15 and younger)

vendoR Fees
$40.00 per table 

scHedule oF events
Saturday May 16th
9:00 AM  Registration Opens
6:00 PM  Registration Closes
7:00 PM  Room Closes
 Judges Meeting
8:00 PM  Judging Starts

Sunday May 17th
9:00 AM  Display Area Opens
12:00 Noon  Awards Presentation

contacts

Chairman: Bob Semler

Co-Chairman: Bart Cusumano 
         Mike Hanson

Head Judge: Charlie Hess

To contact any of these Pelikans,  
go to our website at  
www.pelikanclub.org 
click on Pelicon 2015 and  
then select Contact Form.

*A $2.00 registration fee discount will be given to any IPMS member who  
  presents a current IPMS membership card at the registration desk.



The focus of the Build a Model Camp will 
be to learn basic terms, programming, 
decorating and assembling a Level 1 “snap 
together” model. Activities will build upon 
the completion of a model and each camper 
will receive a certificate of completion. 
Parents are invited to attend and participate.  
Pelikan Model Club talks about the history of 
model building, different skill levels required 

for different models, how to decorate your model and how to set 
up and show dioramas with your model. Make your child’s next 
birthday party a unique experience by having it during model camp!

Stay Tuned for 2015 Build-A-Model Camp dates.

Build-A-Model Camp admission is ONLY $18.   
The camp package is valued at over $50 and includes:

 •  Tour of the museum
 •  Set of authentic military dog tags
 •  Ride on the motion theater simulator
 •  Scale model and supplies
 •  Certificate
 •  Parents are invited to sign up to join their child or they may tour 
    the museum at a discounted rate of $9.95.

Who:  Ages 8 – Adult
Location:  Armed Forces History Museum
          2050 34th Way N., Largo, FL  33772
Time: 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Please register and prepay for the Build-A-Model camp by
calling Kathy Weed at 727-539-8371 ext. 110 or via email: 
kathy@armedforcesmuseum.com 
If you have any questions, or if you need assistance on the 
weekend, please call (727) 539-8371 and press 6 for the attendant 
who is also be able to assist you. Those who preregister will be 
given first preference for assistance. Volunteers are recruited to 
assist at the camp based on the number of preregistered campers.

http://armedforcesmuseum.com/build-a-model-camp.html
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CLUB NEWS

Build a Model Camp
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Wanted to remind all those who read this, that this May 16th and 17th  
is the return of our Pelicon.  It’s been 8 years since we put one of these 
shows together, and we haven’t lost our touch.  We are bringing to you 
what has always been an anticipated, well attended, weekend for our 
friends and fellow modelers.

We are contacting vendors as we speak to ensure a wide variety of 
ways to separate you from all of your hard earned dollars. All the info 
you might need, can be found at the Pelikan website here:  http://www.
pelikanclub.org.  Everyone is welcome, and you have my personal invi-
tation to attend.

I also wanted to talk about the infamous modeling mojo that we have 
all experienced.  I had lost my mojo to the point where everything was 
on the verge of being packed away, and I was going to take up cro-
cheting or some such thing to while away the hours between Lightning 
games. But just for grins I saw a box hidden under my bed, and it was 
a Trumpy 1/32 Avenger.  ( A model I had bought when it came out 10 
years ago, with no real intention of building it) I took the box to my 
room and looked inside, and 3 weeks later, inexplicably I have built and 
painted all the sub assemblies, and the project is moving ahead quite 
nicely. 

It’s really great to get back in the game.  
I’ve been told that when you do lose 
the mojo, pull that real simple, easy 
to build kit, and just build it.  No, PE, 
no resin, no nothing, straight out of 
the box.  For the plane guys, build the 
Tamiya P-51 1/48 scale. It’s simple, and 
fun to build, and in a week it will be 
done.  Mojo’s back.    

See you all in May, and bring your best work, and amaze us all.

David

The Prez Sez
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Dave Fredrickson
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In Coming!

Item # RM707 - Welding Set - 1:35 scale.   
Consisting of resin, PE and decals, this set would be a great 
addition to any WW2 diorama - think Cullen Hedgerow Cutters.  
There is not only the welder, but heavy gloves and mask is also 
included.  A nice companion to Royal’s workshop figures

AK Interactive - Burnt Vehicles Pigment Weathering Set
Item #AK4120
If you have ever wondered how to achieve that burned-out look on 
a vehicle, wonder no more. This new set from AK Interactive has five 
pigment containers and instructions for use to help you achieve that 
burned-out look.

Yes, ground cover! For those of us who do dioramas or bases 
or even just figures, these products fill a HUGE gap in available, 
good-looking ground cover accessories. This picture is the Stony 
Steppe cover. There are way, way too many to post in this section, 
but suffice it to say that a visit to the Ammo site would be quite 
worthwhile. The variety and quality of these items looks terrific. 
The items are geared towards 1:48, 1:35 or 1:32 scale items, but I 
have to believe that some of it would wrk for 1:72 scale as well. 
Sets can be mixed or matched to suit your needs. And yes, 
Jose Rodriguez from MIG will be at Pelicon 2015.

Item #RM717 - Generator - 1:35 scale.  
This item is made from resin and also 
has decals for the labels and placards. 
A great item for a bunch of diorama 
uses, featuring some very nicely cast, 
fine details.

Item # RM709 - Universal Carrier Stowage - 1:35 scale.  
This resin affair gives you a ton of stuff to load on to your 
1:35 scale Universal Carrier model.  Made more or less for 
the Rick kit, but will probably do for the old Tamiya kit as 
well.

Item #rM733 - TV (1930/50) - 1:35 scale.   
I could think of one newsletter editor who could have used this 
particular item. Typical of old TV sets from our youth - a ton of 
uses for this resin item.

Item #RM710 - Universal Carrier Engine Compartment Covers - 1:35 scale.  
If you have the Rick 1:35 scale Universal Carrier kit in your stash, you 
know that it has an absolute gem of an engine - except that there’s no 
way to see it once everything is assembled.  This resin set from Royal 
should make all of that extra work worth doing.

Royal Models has a whole slew of new stuff - some pretty 
cool stuff too, I might add. Some neat diorama accesso-
ries and an update set. Here are just a few of them for you 
to fantasize over:

Item #RM737 - Shopping Cart - 1:35 scale.  
I have to say that this has got to be one of the coolest 
diorama accessories that I have ever seen. Heck, I have 
no idea what I would use it for, but it just calls my name.  
This photo-etch and resin affair sure gives the touch of 
human to any modern diorama.

The guys at Ammo of MIG Jimenez seem to be worked up on tons of caffeine  
if you take a look at all of the neat new stuff that they keep cranking’ out for  
us model building maniacs. I thought that this new line of theirs would be  
an especially welcome addition:

In Coming!

PeKo Publishing - Sturmgeschutz III on the Battlefield - Part 3
ISBN #978-963-89623-9-3
Hard Cover - 112 Pages, 104 B&W photos
This with edition of PeKo’s typical photo-monograph series is 
presented in it’s usual landscape format with clear and detailed 
mainly un-published photos.  Both the introduction and cap-
tions are bi-lingual (English/Hungarian).

Hobby Boss - Soviet BA-3 Armored Car - 1:35 Scale  
Item #83838 
This new release from Hobby Boss features 290 injection molded plastic parts 
on 12 sprues. It also has two pretty decent frets of PE detail parts and rubber 
-type tires. Lenses for the headlights are molded in clear plastic. Slide mold 
technology assures great details and plenty of good looking plastic. A small 
decal sheet with markings for one vehicle round out the package.

Hobby Boss - Russian Ka-27 Helix - 1:48 scale
Item #81739 
For those of you who like your wings to rotate over your heads, this 
here release from Hobby Boss is quite cool - I mean, a helo with no 
tail rotor? You gotta love it. The kit features over 290 injection mold-
ed plastic parts on 11 sprues; you also get a small fret containing 4 PE 
parts. The colorful decal sheet offers up a choice of markings:   
Russian, PRC, Ukraine and the ’Nam, as well as instrument details.e.
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That wraps up In Coming! for this issue of Pelikan Droppings.  
Thanks to The Modelling News for their source of information 
and photos for this section.

 



Porsche dominated sports-car racing in Europe and 
the USA in the 1980’s through the end of the 1990’s 
with their 935, 956, 962, and other amazing racing 
cars.  In 1999 the manufacturer left the world of 
sports racing to focus on its road cars.

They returned in 2005, partnering with Roger Pen-
ske to build an entry into the LeMan’s Series LMP2 
class, a dedicated racing prototype. The end result 
was the RS Spyder, which actively raced for Porsche 
from 2005 to 2010.

Unlike other manufacturers, Porsche chose not to 
adapt an existing LMP chassis and designed their 
own carbon fiber monocoque.  In this type of config-
uration the engine and transmission are a stressed, 
integral part of the car’s chassis. The engine was a 
3.4 liter V8 racing engine with a six-speed sequential 
gearbox.  When it was introduce in 2005 the engine 
produced 478 horsepower, rising to over 500hp in 
’09, and then down to 440 at the end of its life due 
to restrictions placed upon class by ALMS and ACO 
(the LeMans governing bodies).

The car’s most notable win was winning the overall 
victory at the 12-hours of Sebring in 2008. This was 
a particularly special victory because it happened on 
the 20th anniversary of Porsche’s last overall win at 
Sebring.

There are a few models of this car, but most are 
either out of production and hard to come by or they 
are very expensive resin kits.
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poRSCHE RS SpYDER
by Mike Hanson

There are a few models of this car, but most 
are either out of production and hard to 
come by or they are very expensive resin kits. 

In 1/43 scale, Marsh Models makes three dif-
ferent DHL liveried cars.  If you prefer to buy 
a pre-built die-cast, Minichamps makes two 
Dyson cars as well as one of the DHL cars.

In 1/24 the premium kit is made by Studio 27. 
This is a curbside resin model, with several of 
the DHL liveries available as well as a couple 
of the Dyson cars.
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Photos by Mike Hanson For more aircraft, armor, auto, and other walk-arounds, visit the Pelikan web site at  
www.pelikanclub.org.
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MoNSTERS oF THE NoRTH
When Cyril Widebottom III, the fifth Marquis of Lower 
Urquark in the upper regions of Northumberland, first 
saw his Long Wheelbase Phantom II Rolls-Royce with 
Sedanca coachwork, he is said to have commented, “Jolly 
good job. Needs only a few touches to make it right.” The 
year was 1930 and the car and its new owner were both 
extraordinary. Because so many artisans were involved in 
constructing the unique coachwork for this Long Wheel-
base Sedanca, credit for the work is now lost in the mist 
of time confounded by the fog of lacquer fumes.  There 
are receipts from the Gurney Nutting Company, but they 
predate the delivery by nearly a year.  Several work orders 
from Mulliner and Sons describe cabinet work but say 
nothing of the body itself.  Finally, there is an invoice for 

The legend and Story of the
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fenders—wings—from Barker & Co. Whatever the 
origin of the distinctive sedanca style body, the 
documents agree that the LWB chassis was com-
pleted in December of 1929, making it one of the 
earliest of the first series of the New Phantom cars 
regardless of its delivery date. 

The exact delivery date of the Sedanca is problem-
atic. The car is supposed to have been delivered in 
“Mason’s Black with crimson coachlines” according 
to a document dated November 17, 1930. Yet the 
invoice from Barker & Co. describes the coach-
work as being Midnight Blue with Black wings as 
of November 19 of the same year. Black and white 

photos of the car a year after delivery show a light 
gray car with dark wings, which might corroborate 
a letter from Hattie, Sir Cyril’s half-sister on the 
Hagmarsh side of the family, congratulating the 
family for forcing Sir Cyril to ‘come to his senses’ 
and paint the Rolls Sun Flower Yellow with Forest 
Green wings. Could she have meant to say ‘pre-
venting’ Sir Cyril instead of ‘forcing’ him? Again, the 
truth is lost to the fog of Northumberland.

Rolls-Royces were nothing new to the Widebot-
tom clan, with both father and grandfather, as well 
as several uncles and aunts, recording purchases 
of several of the great cars. What was distinctive 
about this latest member of the fleet was that it 
was the very first two-door Rolls-Royce car ever 
delivered to Quay House, the ancestral home of 
the Widebottoms. In fact, no two-door car of any 
description ever made the cut before 1960 when 
Cyril’s step-nephew, Wilberton, surprised his 
scandalized parents with his purchase of a Morris 
Minor—all the more surprising to them because 
Wilberton had no money with which to pay for the 
motorcar, regardless of the number of doors.  By 
this time, Quay House and the story of the Long 
Wheelbase Sedanca were long forgotten.
Beyond registration records, There is no mention
of the car until a series of newspaper articles in 
1932 and 1933 make note of a ‘gentry owned’ Rolls-
Royce being seen at the location of several late 
night disturbances. Always described as a ‘dark 
coupe’ the area of the sightings often were littered 
with spent .45 caliber cartridge casings, in one 
instance in such number as to require a ‘broom and 
dustbin’ for cleanup. The history of the car between 

by David Cox



its delivery in 1930 and these vague references is 
virtually unknown, and authorities never were able 
to explain these strange incidents. What is known 
is that by the end of 1932 extremely large debts 
against the Quay House were paid off in cash.  
When questioned about this fact, the inquirer was 
assured that such a coincidence was of no concern 
to the authorities.
In 1935 there were several local newspaper refer-
ences to a ‘speeding coupe’ roaring through the 
countryside being pursued by two large sedans.  
Although no one was able to identify any of the 
cars, a local vagrant claimed to have seen one of 
the pursuing sedans swerve off the road and into 
the Hog’s Head moor where he said it soon disap-
peared beneath the surface of the swampy bog 
‘like a potato in porridge’. The lack of any evidence 
other than this eye-witness account, from a known 
alcoholic and derelict, discouraged the authorities 
from further investigations. The witness’s outland-
ish claims of hearing explosions ‘like machine-gun 
fire’ only added to their skepticism.

By 1939 locals had taken to referring to the speed-
ing nighttime coupe as the ‘ghost car’ and stories 
had multiplied into the absurd. Pitched gun battles 
that were heard or seen only by the most unreliable 
night dwellers; flaming cars diving off the headland 
into the swampy moor below; cars racing across 
frozen fields and frozen lakes—each story more 
bizarre than the last, and each uncorroborated by a 
second witness. The pubs buzzed with the stories, 
and many a drink was bought and paid for by fas-
cinated city-types looking for a good story. Spent 
.45 caliber cartridge casings which were claimed to 
have been gathered at these mystery sites were be-
ing sold to gullible tourists for as much as a shilling 
each.

Subsequent investigation has revealed that on the 
very day that the Third Reich invaded Poland, the 
headline story of the Northumberland Register was 
going to be about an ‘armored mystery car’ ter-
rorizing the night roads of the north country, but 
world events took precedence. Northumberland—
and the world-- had larger fish to fry.

In 1943, a real estate agent showing some rural 
property to a client reported seeing a ‘sinister 
abandoned automobile’ that was ‘of considerable 
dimension’ hidden behind a false wall in a barn.  
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The agent, noticing the discrep-
ancy between the outside and 
inside dimensions of the barn, 
pulled at a loose board only to 
discover the entombed, seeming-
ly derelict car. Old cars in barns 
rarely make much of a stir, but 
in this case the agent reported 
that the car ‘appeared to have 
an anti-aircraft gun mounted on 
the roof.’ Spies and invasions 
being on everyone’s mind led 
to the headline “Secret Invasion 
Car Discovered in Barn” but 
the story was never published. 
On further investigation, it was 
learned that the vehicle was not 
derelict but ‘camouflaged’ with 
dirt to hide it from ‘attacking Hun 
aircraft’ and was the property 
of Sir Cyrl Widebottom III who 
claimed that it was designed 
and built by his people to serve 
in the civil defense program of 
which he was the local director. 

He explained that the car was 
used to patrol the area at night 

and, although equipped with a 
heavy machine gun—far from an 
‘anti-aircraft gun’ reported by 
the wide-eyed realty agent—it 
had as yet never fired a shot. Sir 
Cyril assured the authorities that 
‘should the need arise’ his de-
fense vehicle was ‘ready and able 
to defend King and Country.’  The 
authorities thanked Sir Cyril for 
his services and commended his 
initiative. The barn, just outside 
Burwick-upon-Tweed, was quietly 
taken off the market.

By 1948, the ‘Defense Car’ as it 
had become known to the locals 
was seen by a tradesman dis-
mantled and moldering in one 
of the Quay House garages.  The 
body was off the chassis and the 
engine had gone missing. There 
was no sign of a machine gun 
except for a mysterious fitting in 
the roof of the dilapidated body. 
With Sir Cyril’s death in October 
of that year, the interest in the 
car faded away.
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S-12 with straight-twelve engine

Double-Six with twin RR engines



On  Boxing Day of 1950, Cyril 
Widebottm IV celebrated his 
16th birthday by presenting to 
his astonished mother his ‘new 
car’ which he and his friends 
had assembled from the derelict 
parts of an old Rolls-Royce left  
in pieces in the former garage 
building which itself had been 
abandoned before the war. Al-
though unconfirmed, it stands 
to reason that this car was built 
from the remains of the Defense 
Car, Cyril Widebottom III’s Long 
Wheelbase Sedanca.

By the time Cyril the Younger 
was finished, little remained of 
his grand-father’s elegant Rolls.  
The body of the LWB Sedanca 
had been radically shorted to 
make room for twin RR engines 
arranged nose to tail.  The rear 
fenders had been replaced with 
a flamboyant pair from a foreign 
car.  The hoods had been spliced 
together with a set taken from 
his senile Great Aunt Lucinda 
Farquarth’s car (without her 
knowledge) which nearly dou-
bled their length, and the already 
low roof had been cut down even 
further, making the passenger 
compartment nearly impractical. 
Little is known of the develop-
ment of this car or of Cyril the 
Younger’s intentions. 

What is known is that an in-
voice for a pair of replacement 
PII Rolls-Royce engines shows a 
delivery dated February to Quay 
House. The invoice was paid in 
full with cash. These engines 
were to become the basis of the 
legendary Double-Six which so 
inspired a generation of auto 
enthusiasts. Few who heard the 
roar of its twin RR sixes could 
forget the experience, but the 
thrill was short-lived. Before 1952 
could be rung in, the Double-six 

was no more, having been uncer-
emoniously disassembled by its 
youthful builder without so much 
as having taken a photograph of 
the epic machine. London rumors 
were all that was left.

In late 1953 there appeared on 
the broad driveway of Quay 
House the successor to the Dou-
ble-Six, the S-12. The roof had 
been removed from the heavily 
altered Sedanca body of the 
Double-Six in order to create 
a drophead coupe body with 
superior interior dimensions, and 

the twin RR engines had been 
replaced with a straight-twelve 
cylinder engine based on two 
pre-war Mercedes-Benz straight-
eights. This car was of consider-
able refinement, with bespoke 
interior appointments and full 
weather protection. The Barker 
wings which had survived from 
the Defense Car to serve the 
Double-Six were past saving and 
were replaced with cycle fenders 

in front and pre-war Maybach 
fenders to the rear, taken from 
Cyril the Younger’s Uncle Josiah 
Farquarth’s car, unbeknownst to 
the hapless uncle. (To appease 
his uncle, Cyril bought a used set 
of Armstrong Siddeley fenders 
to replace those taken from his 
uncles aged Maybach.  The cost 
to Cyril the Younger was five 
pounds.)
 The dimensions of this latest 
version of the body were based 
on all that Cyril the Younger had 
learned about his radical alter-
ations of the original body from 

the Defense Car.  best of all, Cyril 
could fit into the driver’s seat 
because of its added length and 
folding roof. Overall, the car was 
much more refined and conven-
tional than the Double-Six. 
‘Refined and Conventional’ was 
apparently why the S-12 had 
to go. By early 1954 a war sur-
plus Allison aircraft engine was 
delivered to Quay House after 
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15

having been found abandoned 
in it shipping crate on the demo-
bilized Allied airfield not twenty 
miles from Cyril’s birthplace. 
With the arrival of the Allison, the 
days of the S-12 were numbered.  
Apparently Cyril was determined 
to transform the S-12 into a closer 
approximation of the visceral 
Double-Six but with the same im-
pact of his grandfather’s Defense 
Car.

Christmas 1954 began with the 
roar of an Allison-engined Rolls-
Royce shaking each and every 
one of the 150 windows of Quay 
House. Cyril called his new car 
the Allison Sedanca. The sheer 
audacity of the car would have 
delighted Sir Cyril himself, and 
any fire-power that the Allison 
Sedanca lacked, it made up for 

with giant, un-muffled exhaust 
pipes that did to the ears what 
his father’s bullets did to the pur-
suing sedans.  

Sadly, the triumph of this mon-
strous creation was not to last 
long. After a spate of late-night 
blasts through the country side, it 
was last seen late at night rock-
eting down the old High Street 
Road in Kensington, exhaust 
pipes flaming and P-100’s ablaze, 
never to be seen again. This was 
late summer of 1955.

Years later, there were reports 
of someone who was a doppel-
ganger for Cyril the Younger 
working in New York as a risk 
analyst for Lehman Brothers, but 
those reports were never verified. 
His mother had died in 1958; with 

the death of his parents cousin 
Wilberton and his family left for 
Australia in 1962. Quay House 
and the surrounding estate were 
replaced by council housing in 
1979. Strangely enough, during 
the excavation for the construc-
tion of the housing project, the 
workers discovered several of 
what appeared to be sawed-off 
shotguns, which were quickly 
confiscated by the diligent au-
thorities.

The Widebottoms are long gone, 
and the great Quay House estate 
is no more, but the legend of 
their monstrous cars lives on in 
the hearts of anyone who loves 
the roar of engines and the rattle 
of spent cartridges.

  Longwood, Florida 2014

For their help in compiling this story special thanks are due to the following:
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Back in the 1900’s, there was a race called the Gordon 
Bennett Cup, held annually from 1900 to 1905.  
The rules of the race is that the cars had to be 
sourced from their own country, and each national 
entrant was to be assigned a color. This started the 
idea of having specific colors representing each 
country, a concept that lasted through the late 
1960’s to early 1970’s. 

You’ve probably heard of Ferrari Red, Jaguar  
Racing Green, and French Blue. The reality is that 
these colors were not specific to a particular  
manufacturer, but to each country. Some marques 
became so successful – such as Ferrari and Jaguar 
– that their national colors became their corporate 
colors. 

The interesting thing is that Italian red or British 
green do not necessarily have to be a specific red  
or green. Rather, they simply must be a shade of  
red or a shade of green. That’s why the reds found 
on Ferrari’s and Alfa Romeo’s were different hues.   
In England, the deep, dark Jaguar racing green was 
very different from the paler green used by Aston 
Martin, or the forest green used by Cooper.

Once racing started becoming popular and the cars 
more and more expensive, the idea of sponsorships 
came to the fore and the country-specific colors 

went by the wayside in favor of tobacco, alcohol, and 
other corporate sponsorships.

When modeling these early racing subjects, it’s good 
to have a reference for each country’s colors. Unlike 
corporate colors which need to be veryprecise and 
accurate, cars from the era of country-specific  
colors just need to be a general hue of the right 
shade. Anyone who argues about the correct shade 
of Ferrari red from those early days is wasting their 
time. There’s an interesting anecdote from a Daytona 
race in the early 1970’s where the Ferrari’s needed 
some last-minute touch-ups, so the team sent  
someone over to the local Montgomery-Wards  
department store and had them buy all of the red 
spray paint. No worries about Pantone™ accuracy 
there! 

red, green, blue . . . 

WHAT ColoR iS YoUR CoUNTRY?
by Mike Hanson
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Photos by Mike Hanson For more aircraft, armor, auto, and other walk-arounds, visit the Pelikan web site at  
www.pelikanclub.org.



USS North Carolina BB-55
On our way home from the IPMS-USA Nationals last 
August, we made a slight detour to visit the USS 
North Carolina, currently berthed as a museum ship 
in Wilmington, NC.

The USS North Carolina was the lead ship in her 
class, and was the first battleship to enter service 
during WWII. She was active in nearly every cam-
paign in the Pacific and earned fifteen battle stars, 
making her the most decorated battleship of the 
war.

She was laid down in October 1937, launched in June 
1940, and commissioned in New York City in April 
1941.  She’s a beautiful, heavily armed ship – with 
nine 16” guns, twenty 5” guns, fifteen quad 

40mm antiaircraft guns, and forty-six 20mm cannon.
Unfortunately during our visit it was a rainy day, so 
we were unable to spend as much time on the deck 
as I would have liked. Maybe next time . . .

21
Photos by Mike Hanson For more aircraft, armor, auto, and other walk-arounds, visit the Pelikan web site at  
www.pelikanclub.org.
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by Mike Hanson
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From the description next to the car in the museum: 

Back in the days when the Navy did not provide squadrons on deployment or weapons training 
detachments with transportation, it was common for members of the wardroom to chip in some 
money to purchase a well-used automobile in which personnel could get around. They inevitably 
were decorated and often kept and passed down through the years as a symbol of squadron 
camaraderie. This Lincoln Continental is one of the more elaborate “works of art” around and for 
many years belonged to the members of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 134. The addition of a 
refueling probe mock-up on the top of the car resembles the EA-6B Prowler aircraft flown by the 
squadron. This squadron car was donated to the Pensacola Naval Aviation museum in 2004 after 
being driven to Pensacola from VAQ-134’s home base at NAS Whidbey Island, Washington.

Now I just have to find a model of a Lincoln Continental like this to convert!

THE SqUADRON
CAR

AND NOW, SOMETHING COMPLETELy DIFFERENT . . .

by Mike Hanson

Photos by Mike Hanson

For more aircraft, armor, auto, and other walk-arounds,      visit the Pelikan web site at www.pelikanclub.org.
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ers, there are 15 other original 
structures still in use  contain-
ing a great deal of official his-
tories/records etc. from past to 
present that can be accessed 
by researchers. There are over 
two dozen airshows and events 
held there every year including 
the anniversary Of the B. of B. 
which always includes a fly-
by of the Battle of Brittan Flight 
- The Lancaster, Spitfire, Hurricane 
at the very least. In 2000 I was 
present for the largest collection 
of spitfires since WW2 ‘’Baders 
Big wing’’ 22 spits and 3 hurri-
canes flying together.                                                    

Of course we arrived during typi-
cally horrible English weather for 
September -68 degrees and clear 
sky. Our first stop was a new visi-
tors center and connecting hang-
er which has the ‘’Air and Space’’ 
displays that was built in 2007. 
From there it’s a westerly trek 
through the seven Aircraft hangers 

that house over 200 
aircraft. All have themes 
covering different time 
frames, for example One 
of the WW1 hangers 

have post-war conflict aircraft, 
Suez, Falklands, to gulf war. 

We decided to walk the half mile 
down to the Land Warfare Building 
and begin there and then walk 
back to the entrance/car. A 
personel highlight for me and 
something a lot of Folk know that 
the Air museum has. Inside is an 
large collection of Brit and german 
WW2 equipment. 

This includes, armor, softskin, 
artillery, etc. included is Monty’s 
‘’Caravan’’ that he used in Europe. 
The Tremendous Trio spent a 

good deal of time shooting detail 
shots. Outside the building is 
a vechicle park where modern 
armor is parked and during the 
summer (captured Gulf war T-72’s, 
etc.) they put on a show by driving 
them around a oval track.                      

Next in line is The famous American 
Air exhibit housed in an award 
winning modernistic half circle/
hanger that was a gift from the 
Queen and British people in mem-
ory of those who sacrificed all 
in the fight for freedom. Outside 
the size of it is not imposing –but 
it contains a B-52, a SR-71, B-24, 
B-17, B-25 and every Navy and 
Air Corps fighter used during the 
war!!!!  While We were inside a 
loudspeaker announced a Spitfire 
would be doing flight testing (!) 
And the next thing we saw/heard 
was a Mk-5 Spitfire doing low 
passes over the field. As we left 
the buildng, we found a bench to 
watch a SECOND Spitfire take off 
and it flew around the field for 
about a half hour. Afterwards, we 
toured the rest of the hangers. 
Ho-hum, just another day…….                                                                                                                                       
I could’nt possibly say enough 
about the venue, or recommend 
it any higher. Well worth the visit 
to anybody who loves to see 
restored history…..Thumbs Up!                                                                                                                                              

Last September, The Tremendous 
Trio (Brad Johnson, Bob Semler, 
& Larry Williams) had occasion 
to spend a week in Sunny Surrey, 
England. Our sole purpose: To 
‘swan about the beautiful English 
countryside via motorcar and visit 
as many Military Museums, histori-
cal sites, model shops, and English 
Pubs as humanly possible in the 
span of one week. Our Man-pal, 
guide, and teacher from Surrey,-
Peter Hind was kind enough to 

aquire a ‘’hire’’ car large enough to 
accommodate three Yanks and all 
the modeling gear our wallets and 
the Pound Sterling exchange rate 
could bear.                                                                                              

Our first day, saturday, we drove 
down to the Dover coast to attend 
the 2014 Euromilitare show. Sun-
day, we hoped a train to Waterloo 
station in London and met up with 
our mutual friend David Smith for 
a tour of the recently (two year) 
re-modeled and reopened Imperial 
War museum London. And the 

next day drove up an hour north 
of London to Cambridgeshire and 
the I.W.M. airfield at Duxford.                                                                                     
Duxford airfield was founded 
during WW I, and during 1940 
was home to Douglas Baders 
FG that fought during the battle 
of Brittan and –Yes! Site for the 
move ‘’Battle of Brittan’’ where 
one of four WW1 hangers was 
blown up. In 1943, it was lent to 
the growing USAAC 8th AF build 
up and home to the famous P-40 
78th Fighter group. In addition 
to the 3 remaining WW I hang-

 

The Tremendous Trio

DUxFoRD
INVADE

by Larry Williams
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Herr Karl Pople did this Israeli 109 in 1:48 from 
the Hobbycraft kit

NOVEMBER N’ TELL

Jeff Price’s cool Mirror-Mirror ISS Enterprise in 1:1000 scale from Polar Lights

Big Joe Bivona continues with the 
well received WWI them with this 
figure of the kaiser, done up in oils.

SHOW

Jeff Price Enterprise again – 
too cool to not show top and 
bottom.

Charlie Hess did this neat German sub from Dubbya Dubbya 2.

Joe Bivona also brought in this little 1:72 scale 
Nieuport

Guy Borgeson’s very cool 1:72 scale German bikes and sidecars –  
war game pieces, but nice models on their own.

Terry Kirkpatrick has gone fishing 
with these US military service 
branch themed flies

Jeff Price also did this lethal 50’s-era space ship 
from some campy 50’s sci-fi movie. From the 
Pegasus kit.

Jeff Price did this cool Pontiac Bonneville from the AMT kit using 
Alclad candy coat paint – wouldn’t this look cool on an Ironman 
model?

Prez Dave brings in the Tamiya 1:48 Skyraider – 
but broke the rear starboard vertical stabilizer 
off when playing Vietnam out in the parking lot 
before the meeting – he was dive bombing a 
fire ant mound when it happened.

Karl goes French with this 1:48 
French airplane.
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N’ TELLSHOW
DECEMBER
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N’ TELLSHOW
JaNuaRY

Bill Lyon does two Monogram 1:48 scale 
birds: a BT-15 trainer and a Canadian 
jobbie.

This cool duo comes from Brad 
Neavin: 1:25 scale ’65 Checelle 
stock car from Revell being 
lugged on a 60 Chevy hauler 
with SB bed and ramps.

Vince Pedullas cool looking 
Heavy Metal MaK Fighting Suit 
in 1:20 scale from Nitto.

All around nice guy Nick Torrey brings us this 
cool AFV Club kit of the LVTP 5A1 Amtrak in 
1:35: OOB

Vince Pedulla did it up right with this 1:48 
F7F-3N Tigercat from the Italeri kit.

Andy Mason’s stunning and quite large 
F-/A-18C Hornet from the 1:32 Academy 
kit, with TONS of resin.

Former Fearless Leader Karl Pople’s 
really nicely done Fw-190A from 
the Otaki 1:48 kit.

Nice Me-109 from Tom Milne, how-
ever I don’t know if it’s a G-6 or a 
F. The kit is Hasegawa.

Greg Chubby leaves the skies of WWI behind and 
did this nice Me-262 in 1:72 from Revell Germany.

Mike Garofolo demonstrates his prolific side by bringing in no less 
than four 1:35 scale projects: Tamiya T-72M1 with a Blast Turret; Chi-
nese AT-1 from Hobby Boss; Italeri Sherman w/ composite hull; T-72 
AuF-1 from Hobby Boss.

George Hecht continues to keep Chinese 
children gainfully employed with his latest 
Gun Emplacement – Normany in 1:30 from 
King & Country. He added sandbags and real 
sand from the beaches of Normandy, Utah 
Beach.

Brian Sibbitt continues his flying boat passion with this 
OLD Airfix 1:72 Short Sunderland

Cool large-size Boba Fett in 1:6 scale 
Screaming’ by Eddie Brut, III.

George Shaeffer does a nice 1941 Chevy Pick-Up in 1:25 from Revell.

Guy Borgeson has these two cool 
1:72 German armor items – with con-
verted commander figure.

Libby Brut’s next gold medal 
masterpiece in the raw: Hawk 
Squadron.
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For my latest project, I’ve been working on Tamiya’s 
Golden Oldie, M48A3 Patton Medium Tank. Honestly, 
I only started this, because I got Bravo-6’s Marine 
Tank Crew, Nam. When I first saw these figures on-
line, it became my life’s mission to build them! I just 
love their figures, they mostly specialize in Vietnam 
War figures and the scupting is beyond amazing. 
What really got me was the animated poses of the 
crew, especially the tank commander firing the .50 
Cal. I also came across Legend’s M48A3 Vietnam 
Stowage Set II. It was on sale on Luckmodels web-
site. There is easily enough stowage for 3 tanks! 

For being a 30 year old kit, I still think it builds up 
pretty nice. Sure, it probably doesn’t have quite 

the detail of Dragon’s M48A3, but it probably cost 
me about 1/4 of the Dragon kit. Like all Tamiya kits 
from this era, I had to fill in the holes for the motor-
ized components. Other than that, assembly was a 
breeze. The only extra detailing I did, was to sculpt 
a cover on the searchlight and sculpt some detail on 
the mantlet cover and thin out and add damage to 
the fenders. 

The only after market details to the tank were the 
stowage, from the Legends M48A3 Stowage Set 
2 and some bits from Value Gear. Since the Resin 
stowage fit was made for Dragon’s M48, there were 
some fit problems, especial the gear that went into 
the turrent basket. Nothing a little cutting and sanding 

On the Bench
Robert Marquinez couldn’t fix. I was tempted to get some  

aftermarket tracks, but I settled with the  
rubber-band tracks, provided with the kit. 
They were a little bit stiff and maybe a half 
link too long. With a generous amount of  
Gorilla Glue and some firm pressure, the 
tracks sit down fairly well over the boggies. 

On to Painting the Beast! First I sprayed a 
basecoat of flat black from a Krylon Flat 
Black rattle can. I then airbrushed Model 
Master olive green enamal as a basecoat. I 
then sprayed several lighter coats to give that 
color modulation effect. 

After a couple of days, letting the paint dry, 
I applied an acrylic wash to get a more olive 
drab hue to the paint. After that, I gave it a 
couple of coats of Testors Dull Cote. I then 
started my filters using oil paints to give it  
some tonal variations. I also used oil paints to 
do some more color modulation with y paint 
brush. 

Next, I sprayed a couple more coats of Testors 
Dull Cote. A few days later, I went in and ap-
plied acrylic pin washes to further bring out 
the details. When this was done, I painted and 
shaded all the stowage with Valejo Acrylics. 

To further weather the tank, I mixed up some 
craft acrylic paint from Walmart with some 
fine sand to create that orange/rust wash 
to simulate the dust Vietnam was famous 
for. I liberally applied it to the underside, the 
running gear and boggies and through the 
tracks. I then applied it around the tank where 
the crew would travel.

All I have left is to Gloss Cote the lenses on 
the lights and the vision blocks. Then I want 
to do some rain and rust steaks with oil 
paints.

I just started doing the figures. So far, I’ve only 
started painting the heads using Andrea’s 
Flesh Painting set.
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TUpolEv TU-22 BliNDER B
This has been a 3+year project that included a cross-
country USA relocation in the middle...it is finally 
finished. I have attempted to make a decent model, 
though it is not perfect....there is far too much to fix 
on the Esci/Italeri/Revell kit. First, I owe a debt of 
gratitude to another builder whom I do not know 
that has a montage here someplace who provided 
invaluable info on things like fixing the engine pods, 
correct nose gear location, and more. In a nutshell, 
the kit is a «K» variant with the right nose though 
the box says «B», however, no Kitchen AS-2 missile 
is in the kit to complete it as a «K». The missile 
was sourced from A-Model. The kit was 
lengthened 2cm right in front of 
the kit wing fillet, which 
I then also 

lengthened. The nose gear 
mounting location was moved to the rear 1cm only 
shortening the gear well. The kit has all three crew 
facing forward....only correct for the trainer version 
with the raised rear cockpit. The rear crew opening 
was moved back a few mm›s...don›t remember the 
measurement, sorry. The interior I made is very 
basic as much can›t be seen, the seats are not the 

correct ejection seats but close approximations and 
are correctly positioned...yes, the navigator faces 
backwards!...and all eject downwards...so much for 
low level penetration missions! The kit supplied 
engines were cut up and shortened 1cm then turned 
around as the intakes are smaller in diameter than 
the afterburner cans. Also, the kit has the engines 
placed too far apart, so a lot of grinding was 
done to their mounting points on the tail 
to reduce that distance also trying 
to keep them at the same 

angle of attack and 
distance from centerline...not 
perfect here but better. I added the 

various intakes and air gratings plus actuator 
bumps...again, not perfect but better I hope. The tail 
fin needs an extended fillet between the engines 
which I made from Milliput. The main gear pods need 
more than I was willing to do....shape isn›t correct, 
but I did reshape the rear and corrected the main 
wheel bumps on top. The kit pods are basically 

Ross Whitaker

On the Bench

rounded rectangles when viewed in cross-section, 
but should be more rounded and tapered front to 
rear...scratch-building anyone? The proper place to 
correct the fuselage length is in the middle of the 
wing to fuselage join...if you do that, you›ll have 
to also fix the wing sweep angle, wing chord, and 
more...up for that? The tailplanes are replaced by 
L&M resin ones....better shape and angle. I also had 
to move back and modify the attachment points 
for the tailplanes. The engine exhaust area needed 
reshaping to a closer approximation of the real 
ones. The landing gear are very simplistic (kit nose 
gear fictitious) so I rebuilt and scratch built where 
necessary and more can be done with hydraulic and 
electrical lines if you choose. The kit tyres/wheels 
are also fictitious so I sourced replacements from 

Equipage...very nice resin castings with rubber tyres. 
And the AS-4 missile by A-Model...I had to cut out 
the mounting recess under the aircraft fuselage. 
The A-Model kit is simple, has nice detail though 
a little rough in places. But it does have excellent 
decal stencils to dress it up. The model›s natural 
metal finish is from Tamiya Gloss Aluminum spray 
TS-17 decanted and run through my airbrush, an 
old Badger 150. I then used other metal shades to 
replicate some bare panel differences. The white 
panels are Gunze›s Mr. Color White FS17875 (C316). 
I did some highlighting of panel lines, heated areas, 
etc. with Tamiya›s Smoke plus a dark filter run 
through the airbrush. Decals are from the kit, all was 
sealed with Johnson›s clear acrylic finish. Yes, this 
a large nutshell description, but it is a large 1/72nd 
scale model...almost 2ft long and 13in span and a 
5+in tall tail...it doesn›t fit in my modest display 
case. I have left out a lot of the minor detail fixes...
and there are a lot. I could not have done this with 
the use of this site... http://walkarounds.scalemodels.
ru/v/walkarounds/avia/after_1950/Tu-22B/ ...almost 
350 pictures of a Tu-22 at Moscow›s outdoor 
aviation Monino Aviation museum....an invaluable 
resource.



36 37

My long-suffering 1:72 scale 
Model T WWI ambulance from 
RPM: an absolutely abysmal kit.  
It’s here to this point with the 
help of Part PE, and a bunch of 
scratch built components (along 
with tons of reference photos).  
The model has been painted here 
with Model Master enamel paints 
using a bit of the old modulation.  
Next up is decals, dullcote and 
‘weathering’. I cannot wait to  
finish this one off.

Here’s my 1:48 scale P-51D Mustang from Tamiya. A really nice kit with just a few issues.   
The cockpit has been airbrushed with Vallejo Model Air zinc chromate green over a prime coat 
of Model Master umber. A bit of dark yellow was added to the green for highlights. Next up is 
pin-washes and further highlights. The cockpit is from True Details, otherwise it will be pretty 
much OOB except for the sliding canopy and prop from the Hasegawa P-51D kit and True  
Details tires.

On the Bench
Bart Cusumano This is the S-Models 1:72 scale 

kit of the Soviet WW2 behe-
moth tank, the T-35.  The kit 
comes with the running gear in 
one piece - but the tracks are 
really bad so they are being 
replaced with a set of resin 
tracks from OKB Grigorov.  The 
accuracy of the kit is quite good 
according to the many photos 
of the real tank that I found 
on-line and the molding and 
finesse is also very good for 1:72 
scale.  The hull has been as-
sembled and work on the FIVE 
turrets has begun.  A long way 
to go on this one . . .

This is the cool Moebius kit of the Pan Am Space Clipper Orion, from the movie 2001: A Space 
Odyssey. Not a very difficult build - a little fill work here and there. I added a bunch of surface 
panels to match some photos of the studio model that I found on the ‘Net. Rear ‘probes’ were 
replaced with brass rod (the plastic ones on my kit were bent out of the box). The kit itself looks 
to be pretty representative of the studio model. My model has been primed here with Tamiya 
fine gray primer. Pre-shading has been done with Vallejo Model Air flat black. Vallejo Model Air 
will be used to accomplish the very light gray finish. An aftermarket set of decals will be used 
for the Pan Am livery.
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I recently saw a YouTube video where the Armory kit 
of the 1/144th scale Polikarpov I-16 Type 24 Soviet 
fighter was featured. The kit looked amazing on video 
and frankly, with my penchant for all plastic things 
small-scale, I just had to have one.

A quick Google search led me to a source for the kit: 
ModelsUA and its proprietor, Ivan Kolenko. A few  
keystrokes later and with the PayPal exchange of just 
$10 U.S., the kit was on its way to me. Upon its arrival,  
I have to say that it did not disappoint in the least.  
Actually I was quite surprised to see that the box  
contained not one, but two of these little kits -  
and little it is. I mean, the I-16 was sort of a runt  
fighter plane in WW2 to begin with and so this kit 
follows suit.  

On opening the box, I was greeted by two sets of  
everything: each plastic sprue contains 18 parts  
(not 15 as the box says); each PE fret has 27 parts;  
you get two vac-formed windscreens and enough  
decals to deck out both kits. The plastic parts are 
quite nice - especially for this scale. The trailing edges 
of the horizontal tails are amazingly thin to the point 
of translucency. There is a bit of the ‘short-run syn-
drome’ on some of the parts, but a quick clean-up will 
resolve that. The PE is extremely delicate and very 
nicely done giving you everything needed to make this 
up into a nice little gem of a model. The vac-formed 
windscreens are so tiny that I could barely make out 
the fact that they are, in fact, nice and clear.

The instruction sheet is nicely laid out with parts map 
and clear directions all done up in typical B&W line 
drawings. You also get a nice full-color profile sheet of 
4 I-16’s in various colors and markings.

This is one of those kits that just screams to make it 
to the top of the stash. It is an absolutely amazing 
example of an injection plastic, multi-media kit that 
rivals the quality of many larger-scale offerings. I have 
never done a 1/144th model of a fighter before - I’m a 
1:48 scale kind of guy - but this kit has me entranced 
and so I will definitely be giving it a go once I clear my 
desk of the four projects currently on it. I am looking 
forward to seeing how it all fits and as to the quality of 
the plastic itself - often an issue with those former So-
viet Bloc source kits. When I do get it going, look for a 
build-up here in a future issue of Pelikan Droppings.

What’s in the Box

Polikarpov I-16 Type 24 Soviet fighter
(In-Box Review)

2 sprues of parts that make two I-16’s

Close-up of the plastic: very fine andsharp 
trailing edges with very good crisp details in 
1/144th scale!

Very sharp and well-printed decals. Note: I have 
left the wax paper cover on the main sheet.  
There are several marking and color scheme 
choices.

The very, very, tiny windscreens in vac-form

Two sets of some mighty fine 
photo-etch.
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