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It has my continuing practice as Editor to include 

upcoming show flyers of note with each issue of this 

newsletter.  Once I get them I include them & I don’t 

delete them until the show date is passed. The 

benefit is it makes the newsletter a bit of a resource 

to keep advertising shows of note.  Due to size 

limitations (this issue is 31 pages long and the file 

size is such it is difficult to e-mail to some 

addresses!) I am considering revising that policy to 

keep the newsletter at an acceptable size.  Let me 

know your thoughts. 
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Our next meeting will be on Monday,  January 

20th,  6:30 pm, at HobbyTown USA.     Watch 

for Logan’s Coupons!  As usual we’ll wrap up around 

8 PM and relocate to Logan’s for dinner.  

Well a lot has happened since our last meeting in 

November.  Primarily ModelCon took place and is 

now one for the record book.  But that overshadows 

the Christmas party and the little work sessions and 

ModelCon pre-meetings that have taken place. 

Thanks to all that attended the Christmas Party!  I 

think we sat a record for the number of people that fit 

in my basement.  I appreciate everyone’s attendance 

and bringing “potluck” contributions to the party.  Ben 

stole the show once again with THE GUMBO!!!  We 

all enjoyed watching Hot Shots! For the umpteenth 

time.  I do understand that was the first time for at 

least one person in attendance.  We also watched a 

documentary or two as well as that strange but 

brilliantly photographed movie Sky Fighters with all 

the beautiful footage of French aircraft.  Several 

excellent impromptu discussions took place 
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regarding various modeling techniques.  We broke 

up around midnight. 

Pre ModelCon 

Many thanks to all who attended either the pre-

meeting at the convention center and/or the trophy 

finishing session at my house.  Yes it was indeed 

cold outside ( 6 degrees F!!)  but the session paid 

off by having everyone on the same page and in 

getting things prepped for the show.  It was very 

cold in the garage (but yes Mike was in his short 

pants!) but we knocked out the requisite number of 

Gold, Silver, & Bronze trophies)   We learned a lot 

of lessons and techniques to get the finish right!  

Other things went on prior to the show to get the 

word out there.  Letters to the TV and radio  

stations, Mike’s article in the “Out & About,” and 

Ed’s article on the Chattanoogan.com web page all 

helped to get us a lot of foot traffic on the day of the 

show. 
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Well I for one am worn out!!!!   I am still dragging plus I have been distracted with a few issues around the 

house and family!  I’ll also admit to being drawn to my model work bench instead of writing things for the 

newsletter.  With all the inspiration seen on the tables last week who can blame me?   I am primarily going 

to rely on the input of others and reprinting the two newspaper articles (with their permission of course!!) as 

a show report.  

The show was simply GREAT!  We’ve had a lot of very positive comments and e-mails after the show.  

With a final total of 615 models entered (yes the day of the show we thought 407 but a relook at the 

computer clearly shows 615!!!) I am tickled to death with the show.  Sure the awards were late in giving out, 

but with 615 models we are clearly doing something right!   Doubtless there will be much discussion at the 

meeting next Monday night on the show. 

Highlights (not in any particular order) 

The Model turnout    615!!!         The Vendor Turnout!      John Bishop vending and being hilarious!! 

Ronbo and Bruno coming down from Chicago to attend (The Chicago Mafia) and special thanks to Ronbo 

for sponsoring not one but two of our “Best of’s” trophies.      

The incredibly nice young man that came in late to enter the show (but we were able to accommodate) 

The very interesting IPMS political discussions that took place in the hospitality room late at night 

The time spent with Mike Idacavage looking over his 1/72 scale QF-4N Phantom II ! 

The folks who helped to judge !   Meeting Peter Bos and his kind words to me complementing our club’s 

show Saturday 

Working with the talented guys in our club to pull this event off!!! 

The guys from IPMS/Dayton who came down from Ohio to witness our judging system and perhaps apply it 

to their show. 

Watching Mike Moore in a mild panic looking for his model transport boxes (which were right under his 

nose hidden by the table cloth he and I had covered them with just hour before. 

Show Pins!!!! 

Hard Spots (again not in any particular) 

The vendor who did not cancel his reservation for 6 tables  

My needing to be at two places at once on multiple occasions. 

Missing our promise to present awards at 4:00 PM’ish 

Needing more car judges 

ModelCon 2014 
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ModelCon 2014 Vendor Report 

 

Well, the last empty model packing box has been disposed of and we survived another 

voluminous amount of plastic being moved around. Yes, there were some disappoint-

ments (I’ll give you Larry’s e-mail if you wish to personally vent your sadness) and some 

grief (I’ll be nice and give that info verbally and as SHORT as possible) but, after all was 

said and done, vending went fairly well this year. Special thanks to Lynn Petty who drew 

out the “map” of the table layout and to Mike Moore who ended up being the point of 

contact for quite a few of the vendors as they don’t know me thus … well, to each his 

own and that’s OK.  

The positive for this year is that the AMOUNT of vendors was our highest we’ve had yet! 

There were a total of 36 different vendors of various sorts. That would include Grex’s 

demo but that in itself made sales so, he counts! We were down to 81 total tables from 

our record 93 of last year but, based on numerous comments from the vendors, quite a 

few were VERY pleased and it appears we will see more “regulars” now to our show than 

before. Now, if we can get John Struck to make sure his trailer works correctly, we’ll all 

feel better.  

A little “break down” to see our past vending history: 

2011 (Year One) – 24 Vendors/60 Tables 

2012 – 25 Vendors/75 Tables 

2013 – 32 Vendors/93 Tables 

2014 – 36 Vendors/81 Tables 

As you can see, lower table count this year notwithstanding, we’ve been improving each 

year. Remember: we had 3 vendors not make it this year that, if they had, we’d have had 

97 tables full not counting the ones that had to pull out ahead of time. At any rate I be-

lieve we have established ourselves as a viable show option for IPMS “regulars”.  

I would like to thank those members that have also contributed by being vendors as you 

help out in being a part of the “plastic commodities industry”. This year’s floor layout 

also helped contribute to the value of sales as well.  Continued on page 4 
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In conclusion I believe vendors overall are happy with results in general (although I’m 

sure they’ll say they didn’t sell enough) and do expect to see most of them return, 

weather permitting.  

I would also like to give my own thanks to you all for allowing me to be “in charge” of 

vending. I really do enjoy it! 

Thank you, 

Jeff Mattheiss 
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ModelCon 2014 Make N Take Report 
This is our second year to do the Make N Take program for our show and it has to be considered a success! 

Having four tables against the wall was a big plus as it contributed to having some good time together family 

wise. We got off to a “rocky start” in that it took a bit for the advertising and/or word of mouth to get around 

that we had models for the kids but, once it did, it was as if the flood gates opened. Now, I had a few hats to 

wear that day and, since I had to go help with the judging, I “passed the baton” to Ben BonVillain who gra-

ciously agreed to assist while I was with the judging team. Lesson learned: Keep Head Count. Last year we 

had tickets and after the show I just counted tickets to see how many models the kids built. With no tickets 

this year, keeping track was more of a challenge. After I was done with judging I came back to a grateful Ben 

who, with a smile on his face, “passed the baton” back to me. He told of how he felt almost mobbed with so 

many kids and all coming to build. Now, before I left there had only been about 6 kids and after I came back 

only about 6 more so I didn’t understand the gravity of what he said.  Until I looked in the box. Then I under-

stood: we gave out 40 kits! Yes, a few were of the “my kid couldn’t come” variety but, a kit to a kid is a kit to 

a kid. Thus, in about the space of five hours, we had 40 kits out to kids, most of which were built right there. 

The same time and space last year saw only 19 sold thus this year looks very good! Yes, we have some im-

provements to make but, based on “sales”, this is something we need to keep going for future shows.  

Thanks!      Lt. Grey (Jeff) 
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Paula’s Perspective on ModelCon 
[ Editor's note  -  Paula volunteered to come down and help as she has at every ModelCon.  I am not one to 

say no to any help!!!  This is the first year she really walked around the room, having previously stayed in ei-

ther the registration area or the food service area when we held the event at the church building.  Further to 

aid the cause she penned the following } 

 

By Paula Petty 

More plastic than on Joan Rivers' body! That sums up ModelCon 2014. 

If I had any doubts that being a plastic modeler was just a hobby, they were removed when I saw the serious 

faces and heard the details explained with pride as if their children had just broken the record for homeruns. 

I came to appreciate the sawing and drilling I heard a few days before in the garage, when I saw the higher 

tabletops that allowed the judges to check for oil with their little flashlights. I did go down the aisles (well not 

all of them). How would I describe my reaction walking through the fleets. "Yep it's an airplane."   I found the 

differences hard to spot so I quickly moved on to the place Lynn told me I would definitely like--the shopping 

area. 

 Yeah, right.  I didn't need anything in the boxes or little plastic sacks. We had enough of those at home. but I 

did buy two candles. I remember sighing in appreciation that all of Lynn's fit in his little closet in the model 

room when I saw how many the vendors had. 

There was a good crowd. I was impressed people would travel so far for this. I didn't hear anyone complain 

about models being torn in transit--must be a modeler's reflex to walk gingerly around them. 

The hard work paid off. ModelCon 2014 is history. Get out your Xacto knives , little bottles of green and gray 

paint and get ready for next year. After a little rest of course. 
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Photos from 

our last 

meeting 
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David Blackwell   

James Burton 1/35 Scratch built Crom-
well &  1/35 Kit bash 
M60A2 

Mike Bradley   

John Brooks   

Phillip Chandler   

Bob Colbert 
  

1/72 Mach 2 C-123 Pro-
vider 

Tom Gaston   

Horton Herrin 
  

1/72 Spitfire MkV US/
Torch & 1/72 VF17 
Corsair 

Don Hixson 
  
  

1/72 Toko kit – Dutch Raf-
fle 

Steve Lewis  1/72 Special Hobby Mac-
chi 201 1/48 DML Fok-
ker D.VII 

Brandon Lowe   

Jeff Mattheiss   

Mike Moore   

Lynn Petty 
  
  

1/72 ME 109E-4 Night 
Fighter (in progress 
build) 

Emanuel Roland
  

Photography 

Curtis Russell   

David Scott   

Jason Seneker   

Tim Simmons   

Ed Sunder 1/72 Saab Viggen 



 11 
11 



 12 
12 



 13 
13 

Photographic Proof that 

some ModelCon work 

was discussed at the 

meeting!!!! 
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