Spartanburg Scale Modeler’s Mission

Our mission is to promote the interest in the hobby of plastic model building. We will also provide data, information and assistance to members of said organization and members of other plastic model building organizations. We will strive to continually improve the standards, techniques and quality of our work. We will offer assistance and encouragement to any plastic modeling organizations and groups.

Next Month’s Gathering

Next meeting will be December 19  Be there!
November  Gathering
Well the big topic was reviewing the contest. John had a demo on the new trophies and cost. He and Paul reported on a Sawmills in Campobello. They don’t think its what we need.
Tim Asked to form a committee for next years show to meet at his ne place in December or January.

The club has tentative planned a year end dinner on 
Show and Tell
Due to a low turn out we didn’t have to many models on the table John his Academy Whaler it’s a real small scale 

Tim had his finished Ohio George from Polor Lights. He also had his M-48 from Monogram.

The M-48 Shoot out contest is post pone until February 
Nuff Said
What’s next?
There will not be a meeting of the contest committee until January
December 19 Club Meeting

January Contest Meeting 

January16th club meeting
Star Wars Freighter  Resin kits
This is just a short article (by my standards) to discuss the challenges of resin modeling.  I have a regular customer who prefers Star Wars models and is not averse to resin kits.  In fact, to date I have made about 20 such models for this customer from a variety of kit manufacturers of diverse quality and detail. 

The subject of this kit is the Corellian XS Light Freighter, from the Knights of the Old Republic game, designed by Stefan Hacker.   This is a particularly well-made resin kit, with exceptional fit for the most part and good vacuum-cast parts with very few bubbles.  Clear parts have been included to make this a light-up model and apparently there’s been some dispute concerning the size of the “original” vessel as cockpits are included for both 1/72nd and 1/144th scales.  However, the gun positions are only in 1/72nd, so I’m not overly sure of the logic.

Both cockpits come with their own cockpit “shells” with the 1/144th shell most closely resembling the pictures of this vessel that I’ve seen on the internet.  Ironically, my customer wanted the kit to be in 1/72nd scale (to match most of his collection) but wanted the 1/144th cockpit shell.  This meant cramming a 1/72nd scale cockpit into a 1/144th scale shell – an interesting logistical challenge.

Fortunately, as with all resin kits of this nature, a certain amount of scratch-building in the cockpit and gunnery areas was necessary anyway, so I simply did some creative “chop-shopping” along with adding a couple of figures from the Revell European pilots kits to lend the whole thing some visual scale.  
All told, it worked out pretty well although the pilots’ upward view is pretty restricted.

Very little additional detail was called for, although the guns were poorly cast and required quite a bit of cleanup.  In addition, the large engine castings at the rear of the model were also a bit weak and needed a fair amount of filler to blend properly.  Despite the instructions, which suggest that a third optional gun pod can be mounted on the outrigger – and there’s a dimple in the casting to indicate where to drill – the gun was not provided in my copy of the kit.

Painting the model provided me some fun challenges, as this is the rare Star Wars kit with a mostly bare-metal fuselage plus some interesting yellow/beige stripes.  I basecoated the entire kit with a very dark gunmetal, then airbrushed lighter metal effects on to create the “crazy quilt” paneling so typical of Star Wars ships.  The stripes were airbrushed on last, as well as the “lighting” effects on the engines.  I used washes and drybrushing metallics to bring out the details, did some creative chipping effects, then carefully added the glazing on the cockpit and gunnery stations – requiring some 13 separate panels for each gunnery station alone.  This is a section not to be rushed.

All in all, an interesting, challenging and rather unique addition to any Star Wars collections, assuming you can afford the cost of the kit itself.

A visit from ST Hobby Claus

Twas the night before Christmas and all was quiet in the condo. Not a machine was running (not even my compressor, I remember to turn it off). All of the tube socks were hung by the unbuilt kits, with care in hopes that ST Hobby Claus would soon be there.

The rug rats had finally gone to bed with visions of snap tite kits dancing in there heads. And the old lady wrapped in her snuggie and me in my hoodie, had just settled down for a short nap ( the old lady had to be at the mall for after Christmas sale) When out in the yard there was a racket. I jumped up to see what was going on (that’s when I found part A-20 that flew off the sprue yesterday!!  OOOW!!!!) I turned on the spot light when to my wondering sight should appear but a huge sleigh with 8 reindeer on 
roids! With a fat old driver moving slow and sluggish. I knew it was St Hobby.

Slower than an NFL lineman they came, he then whistled, cussed and shouted!

“On Revell, on Monogram, on Testors, on AMT, now Aurora, (Oh yeah he had retired) Now Moebius., Now Accurate Miniatures, Now Linberg, To the top of this daggum condo Dash away dash away all”   

So to the top of the condo the reindeer flew with a sleigh full of kits and paints and ST. Hobby too.

Then I heard the prancing and crinkling of shrink wrap, I turned my head, ST Hobby came threw the sliding door ( Condo’s don’t have chimneys!) came with a bound. He was covered with fur from his head to his foot and his cloths covered with over spray and glue stains. A bundle of kits he had flung on his back, he looked like a vendor at the Nats just opening his pack.

His eyes how they twinkled his cheeks like  roses, his nose like a cherry, (Like he’d been in the rum and coke at the neighbors house) And the beard of his chin as white has Tamiya gloss white; With a dip of Skoal between his cheek and gums. He had a round face and a big round belly that shook when laughed, like a container of acrylic medium gel. He was fat and lumpy a right jolly old elf and I couldn’t help laugh in spite of myself. A wink of his eye and a nod of his head, let me know I had nothing to fear but fear itself (Oops! wrong quote) He spoke not a word, but kept on working (he was on the clock Local 1224) he filled all the tube socks and the bottom of the tree then he turned with a jerk! (He pulled a hammy) giving a nod he fell threw the sliding door 

(Remember no chimneys!) He hopped in sleigh, to his team he gave a holler and away they flew .

Then I heard him scream Merry Christmas and to all a Good Night!!!!

The end.

 Fade to black

Next months meeting weather forecast.

Cloudy, with a chance of model kits under the tree!
Merry Christmas!

Tim’s Ohio George 
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GINO’s Resin Star Wars Freighter  model
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John’s Whaler
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Upcoming shows
December Meeting 
All Gatherings will be at

 Parkway Baptist Church Parris Bridge Rd

 Boiling Springs SC

Third Thursday of each month. 

At 6:30pm.
Please bring models to talk about and dues.

Bad weather policy:

In the case of severe weather, IPMS Spartanburg will postpone our meeting until the next available Thursday. When schools run on a delay or closing this will be part of our postponements policy.

Please contact  

Tim Kirkland 
170 Kensington DR Apt 107
Spartanburg SC 29306
864-504-0745
  kirklandmr6@aol.com
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“If you have a little bit of talent it is God’s gift to you.”

“If you give some of that talent back it is your gift to Good.”
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